Unity Struggle Unity: The Relationship of Forces in Building the National Black United Front

The massive support for Obama mobilized during the Democratic Party Primaries, in addition to propelling and capturing the national Black mass sentiment for political and social change, has also helped to more sharply identify some of the political perspectives and developing alignments among the Black left, how they are viewing the current period and their relationship to the Black mass struggles.
This is a very decisive period for the Black liberation movement.  One that may determine whether it is able to rebuild and provide political leadership to the Black masses and contribute to shaping a more revolutionary direction for the broader US anti-imperialist movement in this period of rapid decay and crises of capitalism. 

The Black liberation movement is fragmented and in need of development of key components. No single organization is strong enough nationally with deep enough roots in the Black working class to provide national leadership in connecting and giving political focus to the hundreds of local struggles and to the current spontaneous upsurge occurring throughout the national Black community. Not to recognize this as a major factor that must inform the direction and main task of the Black left, is politically shortsighted.  
A major weakness by many left forces in assessing the relationship of forces and proposing tactics for the Black liberation movement has been the failure to take seriously the state of organization of the Black liberation movement and the contradictions among the US ruling class. 
They rarely factor in their assessments whether the Black liberation movement is on the defensive or offensive; whether the main organizations and components are strong or weak; if the Black left has real influence in a major section of the Black working class; whether the Black masses are in political motion; if the bourgeois parties are undergoing major internal divisions; and the impact of the international situation on US imperialism. Arguments that ignore these factors are abstract and depart from the principle of self-determination.
Lenin pointed out to the European and US lefts that: Tactics must be based on a sober and strictly objective appraisal of all the class forces in a particular state (and of the states that surround it, and of all states the world over) as well as of the experience of revolutionary movements. It is very easy to show one’s ‘revolutionary’ temper merely by hurling abuse at parliamentary opportunism.

Let’s be clear.  No one on the left believes that the Black and broader masses should see Obama as their political leader or savior.  However, there is a significant gap between the perspectives that guide many conscious revolutionaries and the actual perceptions that motivate the masses of people. 
History is a Factor in Shaping Black National Consciousness
Despite many correct criticisms about Obama’s political weaknesses, there are reasons growing out of Black people’s historical struggles against national oppression for Black people to feel a strong need to support the Obama candidacy and to expect him to do the right thing so to speak on a number of issues whether he actually does so voluntarily or not.  
The fight for voting rights and the other struggles for democracy waged during slavery, the Civil War, Reconstruction and throughout the Jim Grow Period have laid the historical basis for the Black masses in viewing their support for Obama. For the Black masses not to support Obama is like a betrayal of our history. The Black left must organize to help navigate the mass political struggles to avoid many of the pitfalls, and to identify and take advantage of contradictions among the forces of oppression in the course of the struggle.

Internationally, forces are identifying with this sense of history even though they are very cautious and disagree with some positions Obama has taken. Comrade Fidel Castro, a proven ally of the Black liberation movement, knowing the pulls on Obama by the US ruling class, including pressures from the reactionary Cuban American National Foundation, stated that Obama is “the most advance candidate in the race for the White House.” 

For the Black left to counter-pose this political upsurge with another candidate is to both confuse the Black masses about the relationship of the Black left to the struggle for African American democracy and self-determination and to become isolated from the Black masses at a time when the Black left is fragmented and most vulnerable the state repression. It is notable that most socialist and communist parties did not run presidential candidates in the 2008 election, which does not mean their endorsement of the Democratic Party or even a formal endorsement of Obama. 
The mass leaders emerging out of the spontaneous movements are critical to bridging this gap. They can help break the masses out of their slumber and develop new ideas. To accomplish this, the first step is to make an analysis of the thinking and the ideological level of the mass movements
 and develop a transitional program that connects the Black left with the radicalizing thinking of the mass leaders.
The Struggles for Democracy

The deep US economic and social crises impacting millions of people, the inability of the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan to win and consolidate real political victories that give US Imperialism significant control of oil in the region, and the massive drain on the US federal budget from the outrageous military spending and bailouts of banks and corporate interests, makes the 2008 presidential election period essential in shaping a popular US political mandate for democracy or greater reaction. 
McCain, a neo-conservative (ultra-right) has stated that his administration would continue the Bush neo-liberal agenda - a major capitalist offensive aimed at sweeping away the gains made by oppressed peoples and the working class during the last century, including deepening the crises of scarcity and subjugation of Third World countries.
Obama is politically vague, weak and at times drifting to the right on several positions, representing his appeals to the political center – the consciousness of large segments of the white population still influenced by racism and chauvinism and “fears” of terrorism. However, his candidacy has fostered an alignment of moderate, liberal, social democratic, left and Black left forces.
The alignment of progressive forces around Obama lacks a clear, unified and popular democratic program and has not constituted a strong enough counter pole to keep Obama focused on vital issues that challenge key areas of the right wing corporate and political agenda.  This is largely because the struggles of the most oppressed sections of the US working class have not converged to give this alignment the leadership as we saw during the 1960s, when the Black civil rights, liberation and anti-war movement provided this leadership.         
This spontaneous upsurge among African Americans and broader sections of US society is a response to the crisis of bourgeois democracy and its inability to solve the fundamental and growing human rights problems taking place inside of the US and internationally in the current stage of global capitalism.
Instead of government helping the millions of working and poor people experiencing foreclosures, unemployment and the lack of healthcare; it bails out the banks and corporations, cuts funding for Medicare and continues to privatize healthcare. 
The cuts in funding for levees and infrastructure protections in New Orleans and throughout the Gulf Coast, resulting in hundreds of deaths and the massive displacement of thousands of majority Black and working class families who are being denied the right to return to their communities, point to the genocidal impact of the crisis on Black people.
The massive attacks on Latino immigrants, trying to make them scapegoats for the massive unemployment throughout the US brought about by imperialist “free trade” policies, helps to further expose the lie about the US being a “melting pot” for those willing to work and contribute to society.
This crisis has fostered new social movements that have been developing over the past decade that began a direction toward the realignment of the left and Black liberation movement with the anti-globalization mobilization in Seattle in 1998 and the World Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa in 2001. 
The pretext of fighting “terrorism” has been used to implement a new wave of government repression, to restrict the democratic political space and tactics of these social movements, claiming that the erosion of democracy is a “necessary evil” to defend the “American way of life.” This has contributed to the further militarization of the US economy. Almost a third of the economic activity …depends directly or indirectly on the military complex.
  
While working class Blacks, Latinos and other people of color are the main targets of the attacks on US democracy to try and restrict their challenges to their super-exploitation by the corporate agenda, the middle class is also sinking further and further into debt in an attempt to maintain their standard of living. The attack on democracy also threatens the white privilege that’s built into the capitalist system of bourgeois democracy.  
Despite differences, these various sectors and class forces are aligning around Obama, it is an alignment that the Black left needs to promote as it attempts to unite and rebuild the national, working class, multinational and international frameworks, bases and alliances of the Black liberation movement. 
The Hillary Clinton campaign, despite its racist appeals, shows how the sections of the ruling class within the Democratic Party sought to use the issue of gender to try and split the Black masses – to separate the demand for gender equality from the struggle for African American self-determination, thus exploiting a major weakness of the historic Black liberation movement. This threatened to weaken the alignment of progressive forces during the Democratic Primaries.  

It shows the importance of making the struggle against women’s oppression and patriarchy a major demand in the fight for African American self-determination and also the importance of working class Black women’s leadership in the Black liberation movement to counter the bourgeois feminism as well as left opportunist errors, that can divide the oppressed nationality and working class movements. 
The democratic struggle is where alignments and coalitions between workers and other class forces take place. Particular struggles and social movements may come forward and give shaper political leadership and momentum. This is one reason why the US ruling class, particularly the ultra-right seek to curtail and limit democratic rights. As the mass struggles against the US economic and social institutions intensify, ultra-right attacks on democratic rights also intensify.

For the Black masses, the elimination of democratic rights is an aspect of the denial of the right of African American self-determination. The struggle for democracy is therefore an aspect of the struggle for African American self-determination; they overlap and intertwine. However, the struggle for democracy is not the sum total of the Black liberation struggle.  
The struggle for African American self-determination seeks to organize and politicize the power of the Black masses to challenge the forces and institutions of national oppression throughout all of US society. The Black lefts main task is to organize and help build Black working class power in order to exercise self-determination to help bring about the eventual defeat of the larger system of capitalist and imperialist oppression, and to create the conditions for constructing an independent or multinational government and society free of racism and all forms of human oppression and exploitation.
Self-determination does not necessarily mean acting alone or without regard for other progressive movements challenging the oppressive US system, contrary to some views on the left that accuse the Black liberation movement of being “narrow Nationalist.” Internationalism is an integral part of the perspectives of the Black left that struggle against the narrow tendencies. 
However, the origin of its decisions about political demands and organizational forms and alliances to insure an organized struggle against racism and national oppression must come from the Black community through self-organized democratic mechanisms to make the decisions. The Black left “cannot be so involved with theoretically upholding internationalism that they dismiss their own nation’s concrete national liberation struggle.”

Obama, the Media Created Popular Leader; the Black Left Must be the on the Ground Political Leader 
The Black Liberation Movement Needs a Unified Black Left!
African American Self-Determination is More Than a Slogan

What the history of the African American National Question makes clear, is that the Black masses need their own independent national framework to insure that they are on the ground floor in shaping decisions and demands related to strategies that align them with the struggles and campaigns of the wider society.  
But equally as important, it helps to insure that the Black masses have organization and leadership, to help navigate the African American struggle in addressing the differences between its own internal class forces and ideological tendencies and within the general context of a racist system and society that has been successful in dividing the multi-national struggles and forcing them into compromises that abandon the demands and movements of the African Americans people. 
To ignore this historical truth about the capacity of US capitalism and imperialism, is to fail to understand what has helped to maintain the stability of the US imperialist state amidst the many crises in the development of imperialism.   This is also a reflection of differences and weaknesses among the Black left in understanding and relating to the African American National Question.
The forging of a national Black united front while a tactic, also helps to prepare the foundations for the emergence of a national congress as a strategic framework of the struggle for African American self-determination. The development of a Black national congress, has encountered major problems due to sectarian errors among the Black left, including the failure to widen and deepen the Black working class mass bases through key strategic struggles and social movements. 
It is very important that the Black left unite to begin efforts toward forging a national Black united front during this election period to help build a mass Black working class base and program to both influence its direction and to prepare to continue the struggle against US capitalism and imperialism under slightly different conditions if Obama is elected. Challenging Obama with a program and mass actions and opposing McCain must be the line to build the national Black united front during this election to set the tone and basis for its further consolidation following the elections.
If the Black left is to become a force in building the united front, it must be rooted among the masses in their current motion; and there is motion. New social movements have emerged to organize challenges against corporate and political the attacks of basic human rights, and to win power peoples power to control and redistribute local and state government resources to serve the needs of oppressed and working and poor.
To politicize these struggles is to build the necessary bridges that will help them to converge at the state, national and international levels. The Black left must help to promote and expand these movements during this period by organizing forums and forms that engage the masses in developing and popularizing their demands for democracy and political change that Obama, all candidates, all officials and all institutions must address. Otherwise, the Black forces that may emerge as the Black leaders will be those deeply aligned with the corporate establishment and most loyal to the Democratic Party, dominating and calling all of the shorts within the united front.    
A national Black united front is also a necessary framework to help expose and isolate so-called national Black misleaders who promote reactionary agendas, tensions and connections, that seek to align the Black masses against forces and governments that have been consistent allies of the struggles against Black national oppression and the Black liberation movement.  
The question of building a Black left unity, especially during periods of repression, must be seen as an aspect of building the broader united front led by the Black working class.  This means that some formations while important to the general strategy of fighting for and exercising the right of self-determination, such as an independent mass political partly, may be too narrow if they lack a mass base and some history of struggle linked to key social movements within the Black community.
The McKinney Campaign: No Base or Organization in the Black Community
Sister McKinney has consistently proven her commitment to Black and oppressed people’s struggles for power, democracy and meaning change.  She was the most anti-imperialist of the Congressional Black Caucus and was very accessible to the Black masses. 
McKinney, after losing are reelection to the Congress, began being courted by the predominantly white left and progressive movements, including elements within the Green Party, who took her away from her base for extended periods and project her more as a Black spokesperson for “their” causes. While McKinney’s stances on the issues were correct including her support for Mumia Abu-Jamal; her audiences were largely white and middle-class. 

However, McKinney did not devote the time over the past several years in developing her political base and organization in Georgia.  Neither the Green Party, nor the McKinney supporters were able to get her on the ballot in her home state.   

In fact, the constituency that rallied to reelect her to the congress in the past came out strongly in support of Obama during the Democratic Primaries. This massive support forced Georgia Rep John Lewis, a former pro-Clinton super-delegate to declare his support for Obama, stating that he must ‘follow the will of his constituents.”   
McKinney’s decision to run on the Green Party meant that her campaign began outside of the Black community and had to find its way in.
White Chauvinism from the Left 
The formation of a mass based political party independent of the two bourgeois parties, is an important part of the US left perspectives for building power and bringing about social change. However, there have been white left chauvinist and Black ultra left errors in liquidating the right of African American self-determination in carrying out this perspective. 

Promoting the formation of “independent” national political parties has been deemed a priority by these tendencies – especially the predominantly white groups (with no base, organization or history of struggle in the Black community), regardless of the state of the Black liberation movement.

As the Green Party was courting McKinney, a small number of Black left forces were engaged in discussions and beginning agitation around building a Reconstruction Party as part of the organizing of a Reconstruction Movement within New Orleans and the Gulf Coast.
The Socialist Organizer (S.O.), one of the small predominately white left groups based mainly on the West Coast who provided important support for the organizing of the Peoples Hurricane Relief Fund sponsored International Tribunal on Katrina and Rita, and who has political differences with the Green Party, began the call for a Reconstruction Party through their newsletter and network.

Instead of supporting a Reconstruction Party building perspective based on grounding the party building process within the Black working class and among the Black left starting in New Orleans and throughout the Gulf Coast, the S.O. began promoting a call for a national Reconstruction Party.
S.O. leaders with a couple of Black left forces approached McKinney about using her campaign for president of the US to help “promote the building of a Reconstruction Party in the US.”
  She was assured that this would also help her to build an organizing network within Black communities across the country to build support for her campaign.
This artificial linking of the McKinney campaign to the “building” of a Reconstruction Party has cause divisions among Black left forces who have forged important levels of unity working closely together in building support for Reconstruction in the Gulf Coast. A unity that many feel was/is critical to the realignment of the Black left nationally and for building a national Black united front with the Gulf Coast being a key national battleground of the Black liberation movement.

While this artificial linking plan was being hatched, there were no presentations of the Reconstruction Party organizing perspective by the few Black left forces involved made at the Black left unity meetings in Atlanta in June 2007 or in New Orleans during the time of the International Tribunal, even though they were invited to do so.  At the May 29 – June 1, 2008 Black Left Unity Meeting, the panel presentation on the Reconstruction Party was essentially remarks about supporting McKinney over Obama. Likewise, there was no presentation at the Black Radical Congress 10th Anniversary Conference in June 2008.
Thus, by giving the false impression that the Reconstruction Party is tied to the McKinney campaign, support for Obama is made to look like opposition to the building of an independent Reconstruction Party. This false connection, unlike the many voices among the Black left expressing criticisms of Obama, represents a more organized and politically dangerous tendency, trying to make support for Obama or McKinney a hard line of demarcation among the Black left.

The argument being raised by some Black left forces that the McKinney campaign as a Green Party candidate represents the basis for independent political action for the Black masses is an insult to the right of African American self-determination. 

In the name of independent political action, some Black left forces are willing to unite with the Green Party, with whom they have major political differences, but lacked the understanding and tolerance in dealing with the non-antagonistic differences within the PHRF, that led to its demise.
McKinney has since discovered that this network is more artificial and comprised of forces with no real bases in the Black community.  However, she is now the official Green Party presidential candidate and must now figure out what to do.
The selection of Sister Rosa Clemente as her Green Party v-presidential running mate appears to be an attempt to reach out to the Black Hip Hop forces as a base within the national Black community, including drawing on its communications and financial resources.
The main Black Hip Hop forces while aligning with the Obama candidacy, also has a developing Black left different from some of its bourgeois sections that mainly support the Democratic Party.
It has helped to move Hip Hop in a more political direction in terms of the social and political content of the music.  
It needs to be further developed politically in this period as a revolutionary cultural force and part of a national Black united front to help shape a more radical politics for young people especially Black youth. However, this political split can confuse and retard this direction, possibly forcing it more to defend attacks on Obama from the left as well as the right, instead of helping to politicize the mass motion.
For some chauvinist reason, elements among the predominantly white left, feel they can initiate their strategies throughout the Black community without any grounding among or accountability to major Black organizations and activists within these communities. This is a left violation of the right of African American self-determination.

These forces opportunistically use their resources to prop up the work of dedicated individuals, who are kept on the move so much that they fail to address basic questions of organizational and political accountability on the ground and with other forces in the Black left.

Opinions and contributions from genuine allies are important and should be welcomed.  However, they must not be mistaken or projected as voices grounded in struggles within the Black and oppressed communities where the movements facing their difficulties must take the lead in building the Reconstruction Party.
Yes, the electoral arena is an important arena of the struggle for African American self-determination. An independent mass political party based primarily within the Black working class is therefore an important aspect of developing and exercising the right of African American self-determination. 
However, it is not the only aspect, and not necessarily the starting point in defining the political independence of the national Black liberation movement. Without a united front, the building of a national mass based political party with a significant base among the Black working class, becomes very difficult.
Like all strategic components of any radical political movement, their developments of a Reconstruction Party must be embraced by significant elements among the Black left and progressive forces that unite to build the party among the Black, other oppressed and working class masses.  It cannot be effectively built by a quick fix of tying the process of base building to the running of a political candidate. Running candidates and contesting for political power must be a major role of a political party, but the party should have a mass base to make the campaigns a political expression of the struggle of its base. Certainly a political party in existence for awhile without running political candidates or initiating referendums, will not be viewed differently in its political role from other mass organizations
The political independence of the Black masses starts with its exercising of self-determination, rooted in the organization of a national democratic framework – united front or national congress that unites around a program to move the Black masses as a more conscious social force challenging national oppression throughout all of society.  This includes the development of local and national parties to run for and control areas of governmental power as part of a strategy to exercise self-determination as lever of revolutionary power to radically transform society.

Some Lessons from Building the National Black Independent Political Party

While we can cite several errors, weaknesses and problems in the development of the National Black Independent Political Party (NBIPP), it represented an alignment around independent political action that begun throughout the national Black community and among Black left and progressive forces.

NBIPP’s formation was preceded by the development of local and a national Black Assemblies that grew out of the 1972 Gary Convention, that developed the NBIPP program and engaged in carrying it out – obviously as defined by the various class forces in cities and organizations throughout the country.
True, the relationship of class forces in leadership at the Gary convention and in the process of building NBIPP favored the Black petty bourgeoisie and sections of the Black bourgeoisie in the case of the Gary Convention.
It was part of a self-determination process of an oppressed people, developing democratic forms to engage masses in developing their program locally and nationally, not only to run and support political candidates, but also to take into the trade unions, faith based organizations and yes, into the bourgeois social and political organizations and parties.  
The organization of the Black working class was weak inside of NBIPP, as most of the Black left forces were not deeply rooted among the Black working class.  The Black left also had distrust and tensions among themselves from the African Liberation Support Committee period about 5 years earlier and were not united inside of NBIPP. 
The possibility of forging unity of Black left forces existed with the formation of the National Black United Front in 1979, however, the ultra left errors of trying to control the united front and making the main struggle against the Black bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie, did not allow this to occur nationally, even though it did in some places on the local level. 
NBPIPP contributed to shaping the consciousness that rallied some forces to support the 1984 and 1988 Jesse Jackson Presidential campaign and Rainbow Coalition. Despite the contradictions within the Jackson campaign in terms of its ultimate liquidation into the Democratic Party which the Black and general left must learn from, its origins were linked to movements and struggles within the Black community and Black liberation movement.  
Yes, the Green Party should be view as an ally of the Black liberation movement and should be viewed as part of the alignment of forces opposing the neo-fascist agenda, but it is not the initiator of the party building process that helps the Black masses to exercise our right to self-determination.

The Populist Party organized among white farmers at the end of 1877 counter revolution that ended Reconstruction in the South, offers some lessons about why the roots and main base of a mass party must be  rooted within the Black working class:.

“The black masses extended their support to Populism and attempted to broaden its program to address the needs of sharecroppers and hired laborers as well as independent farmers. At first blacks were accepted into the movement and even defended as public speakers at its rallies. But the ruling class posed a choice to the insurgent white masses: accept the blacks into your ranks, and you will bear the full weight of state repression; break ranks with them and some of your demands will be granted. After a stormy period, the movement decided to take the latter choice.”
 

Black left criticisms about the McKinney campaign, must be careful not to give the impression that independent political action is “empty idealism”, a view which I feel most don’t hold.
The Black left needs an orientation of political independence even when involved in tactical alliances. 
This is also a period of crisis for capitalism, where the system of bourgeois democracy, can no longer grant reforms that legitimize bourgeois parties as the vehicles for real democratic change and transformation regardless of who is at the helm.  This won’t be understood effectively by Black people and the working class masses without pushing through what they view as an alternative to the rule of capital in the past. 
Black Left Unity in this election period is critical to shaping the beginnings of an alignment and direction for self-determination, independent political action and revolutionary change that shapes future Black and working class struggles.

Unity-Struggle-Unity!

We Charge Genocide!

Saladin Muhammad 7/23/08
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