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editorial

NA WATENGENIZAIJI

SALUTE TO VIETNAMESE FREEDOM FIGHTERS
and MESSAGE TO OUR BROTHERS IN ARMS

On behalf of the Black Liberation Struggle in the U.S, we send
this message of encouragement and support to our Vietnamese cousin:
fighting against our common oppressor: the racialist and imperialist
government of the United States. We would also like to remind Black
American soldiers fighting and dying on the battlefields of Vietnam
that four hundred years of brutal, savage oppression of Black people
within the United States--at times abetted, but always unchecked by
officials at all levels of government--should be ample proof that the
U.S. government has no great love for people whose skins are other
than white, that its professed reason for being in Vietnam is a total
lie fabricated to cover up its exploitation of the majority of the worlil
peoples, who are of dark skin.

The road to liberation is strewn with innumerable obstacles whicl
during the course of revolutionary struggle, must be cast aside, one
by one. There is no short cut. From their first encounter with Fren
colonialism over one hundred years ago up to their present struggle
against U.S. imperialism the Vietnamese people have shown them-

~ selves not only capable of dealing with these obstacles, but have wage

their struggle in total dignity. We are extremely proud that in spite
of seemingly overwhelming prohlems they -have faced and will appa-
rently face for many months to come, they continue to maintain active
and total resistance.to foreign domination of their country, which we
know will eventually be re-united under the mandate of the Vietnames.
people and not through any maneuvering of the racist U.S. government.
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In conclusion, we say to our Black Brothers in Arms: if you cre
truly interested in fighting for democracy--as the U, S, government
would have you believe you are doing at present--then we are certain
that the guns you bring back from Vietnam will be used for the pur-
pose of protecting your own people, Black people, whenever they are
attacked by racist forces of reaction inside the United States, no mat-
ter the level from which these forces emanate,

To the Vietnamese people: your confidence and determination lends
impetus to our own struggle for national liberation, North America's
"internal Vicinam, " and renews and revitalizes each day our unsha-
kable faith in mankind, SOCK IT TO 'EM!!!

SOULBOOK

BLACK AMERICANS UNDER ATTACK!

Since this summer the ottacks initiated by the U.S. Government upon Black
Americans have grown in intensity . The frame-up murder charge against 16 innocent
Black people in New York is only one of many anti-Black measures initiated

by the white power structure this year. Your contributions are needed for their
legal defense.

SUPPORY THE BROVHERS AND SISTERS!

National Legal Defense FFund for the 16 African-Americans Accused
c/o The Allied Federal Savings and Loan Association
115-02 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica,New York 11434
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What can Jules Régis Debray, a honkey
philosopher of rich French parentage, of-
fer the Black LiberationStrugglein Ame-
rica?' How can Revolutionary Black Nat-
ionalists on the one hand say that ''not one -.
‘cracker, not even a John Brown, will be
trusted in this revolution,' and on the oth-~
er hand call Karl Marx's The Communist
Manifesto, Che Guevara's Guerrilla War-

the most out of sight books ever written?" ._%
You can't just pass it up by saying that™ -:.

just don't know how to carry it through,

In between writing books, Marx was stea-
dy out trying to organize the proletariat

of 19th century Germany, Guevara was one
of the key factors in Fidel Castro's defeat
of dictator Batista in Cuba in 1959, and
Debray is now facing a 30-year maximum -
sentence in a Bolivian prison for allegedly
aiding the popular guerrilla army there,
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a review of régis debray's
Revolution in the Revolution?

———

*note: This article dowuv not repressnv the opinion of SCULBOOK'a
oditosrial boarad.
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honkies got their philosophy down, but ‘i‘..
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fare, and Debray's newly published Rev- - .
.-olution in the Revolution? as ''some of . 7
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which is currently socking it to the Bolivian government.

But there really ain't no need in getting involved in an argument
on the matter. Honkies got their thing going with honkies, and
bloods got their thing going with bloods, It's as simple as that.

In other words, ain't no way in hell a honkey can show me how to-
convince a Sister that Blackness is more than a Natural and big

' gold earrings, but he can give me a basic guideline of how to set up

a revolutionary apparatus, how to initiate guerrilla warfare, or
how to resolve the contradiction between the political and the mili-
tary. And that's where Revolution in the Revolution? comes in.

Basically, Debray has two points in his book which can be applied
to the Black Liberation Struggle in America: 1) Self-defense as a
system definitely ain't what's happening, and 2) Thumping in your
enemy's chest is much betier than talking about it,

SELF-DEFENSE VS. SELF-OFI'ENSE

"Today, self-defense as a system and as a reality has been li-
quidated by the march of events," :

According to Debray, without a protective complementary prog-
ram of guerrilla warfare initiated against the enemy forces, self-
defense of a city or zone is doomed to defeat, sooner or later.
Pointing to examples of the Colombian peasant uprising and the
Bolivian tin-miners strikes oi the early 1960's, Debray claims
that without the constant reality and threat of popular forces at-
tacking a garrison here, destroying an arms dump there, without
a guerrilla conflict constantly throwing it off balance, a repres-
sive government has all the time in the world to plan and execute
an assault on the sclf-defense zone, with disastrous results to
the defenders. o

It is one of the most basic principles of popular revolutionary
warfare, in fact the one which makes guerrillas guerrillas, which
says that popular forces must remain mobile to stay alive. It is
precisely because the guerrilla can stiixe in foice at any point of
the enemy's weakness; it is precisely because (as Robert Taber
says) the guerrilla is "a flea which hops about taking a nip here, .
a bite there, and always keeping away from the scratching dog, "
it is premsely because the oppressive government must put its
forces everywhere to guard factories and bus depots and lonely
railroad tracks while the guerrilla is constantly striking, bomb-
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ing, asgaulting where he is the least expected; it is precisely-be-
cause of all this that the guerrilla and guerrilla warfare has be-
come the threat in the 20th century to imperialism and honkey ra-

cism.

Jut what happens if the guerrilla gives up his most precious pos-
ession, his mobility? What if the fleca ceases to hop, but bites
continuously in one spot? What if the popular forces, instead of
concentrating on keeping the enemy off balance and unable to pin
thermn down, decide to concentrate on defending one particular city
or zone in the country? The result, of course, as Debray points
out, is that, "when the army passes over to the attack after long
preparations made at its leisure, (the battle) will have a major ef-
fect: a great victory for the bourgeoisie, a great defeat for the
'Castro-Communist revolutionaries, '

Black People in America have been faced with this same contra-
diction, with similar results. During the "Freedom Rides" of the
1960 "Civil Rites Movement,' a Black Militia to protect the Bro-
thers and Sisters’ was formed by NAACP chapter leader Rob Wil-
lianms in Monroe, N, C, Instead of concentrating on systematically
wiping out the racist crackers who he well knew were killing off
our people, Williams chose solely to defend his People when the
attacks came, with the effect that when JHK (John Honkey Kenne-
dy) called out the National Guard on the Brothers, the entire self-
defense unit was wiped out, and Williams himself had to split the
country from trumped-up kidnapping charges. From political sanc-
tuary in the People's Republic of China, Brother Rob has since
changed his views, and now calls for armed offensives by Black
Pcople against the racist American power structure,

This same principle was brought out in the Battle of Detroit in
July of 1967, when popular Black forces fought toe to toe with Whi-
tey's National Guard and Army before being forced to retreat back
to normal, everyday slavery. At one point in the S-day struggle,
Whitey's troops were forced out of the 140-square block war zone,
unable to stand up to the Brothers' uptight guerrilla sniping tech-
niques. It was at this point that the Brothers made their most se-
rious tactical error, Instead of taking the battle to the honkies,
instead of initiating hit-and-run sniper attacks on the National
Cuard and' Army barracks, instead of driving to nearby cities and
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taking ihe heat off Detroit, the Brothers tried to defend the terri-
tory -they had already won. Of course, through the use of superior
communications, weapons, »:ad with the help of low-flying helicop-
ters which beacon-lighted (he war arca, Chuck was able to recup-
ture the zone the next duy, and re-impose his opprossmn of the va-
liant Brothers an 3isters of Netroit,

" .. self-defense " secording to Debray, “"reduces the guerrilla
force to an exclus..cly tactical role and deprives it of the possibili-
iy of .making cven the slightest strategie revolutionary contribu-
tion. By choosing to operate al this level, 'it may be able to pro-
vide protection for the population for a limited time, But in the
long run, the opposite is true: self-defense undermines the secur-
ity of the civilian population."

In other words, baby, the Black Liberation Army in America will
be serving the Black masses best, not by setting up self-defense
militias which march up and down 12th st. or 1031d, et their lea-
ders' pictures on the television, and end up by geiting wasted in
gun duels with Whitey's troops or thrown in jail on trumped-up
charges, but by bringing the fight to Whitey. By getting the hiell
off 125th and taking the baitle to Wall Street, by dropping the bot-
tles on Fillmore and picking up guns on Market Stircet, 3y silent-
ly hitting the Beast's fuctories, his railroad stations, his building

‘complexes, one al a time, keeping Chuck always on the deflensive,

always looking over his shoulder, 0 that he never knows when
another explosion will send him jumping out of bed at 4 A. M.

As Sun Tzu, the ancient Chinese mililary expert who inspired the
military philosophies of Mao Tse-tung, raps, "The enemy must
not know where I intend to give battle. For if he does not know
where 1 intend to give battle, he must prepare in a greal many pla-
ces. And when he prepares in a great many places, those 1 have to

fight in any one place will be few. .. And when he prepares cwcry-
where, he will be weak cverywhere,

That's why self-defense ain't what's happening.

POLITICAL PARTY VS. MILITARY MACHINERY

The second point Debray brings oul which is direetiy applicable
to the Black liberation Struggle in America is the contradiction
between the political party and the guervilla army, over who will
have supreme command of tbe liberation struggle.

. e D e
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According to Debray, ''"No political front which is basically a de-
liberative body can assume leadership of a people's war; only a
technically capable executive group, centralized and united on the
basis of 1dentical class interests, can do so; in brief, only a revo-
lutionary general staff, "

Debray uses three arguments to prove this point, taking most of
his information from the experiences of the Cuban revolution. He
poses the situation when the political party in the city tries to call
the shots for the guerrilla army in the countryside:

1) The military leadership is forced to go cic vn into the city to
consult the political machinery on strategy and tactics of the strug-
gle. This is how most military leaders, unstoppable in the field,
are caught by Ccocret Service and government agents.,

2) "The lack of political power leads to logistical and military de-
pendence of the mountain forces on the city. This dependence of-
ten leads to the abandonment of the guerrilla force by the city lea-
dership.'" This speaks for itself,

3) The lack of a single command leads to military mess -ups, :mtl
the loss of many revolutionary lives,

What Debray brings out in these arguments is that there ain't no-
thing which beats getting out there wheeling and dealing. All the
cats in the political parties sit back in the chairs and smoke pot,
talk about the "revolutionary fervor of the Black masses," and
blow how "one day Whitey's going to get iced." But the Brothers"
who are out there in the streets, popping caps at the National Guard
In Detroit or organizing anti-draft unions in San Francisco--these
are the true leaders of the Black Liberation Struggle, And it is
‘hey who must take command.

While some so-called "leaders" try to use the Black urban insur-
rections as bargaining power with Whitey, it is the pimps, the hus- -
ters, the young Brothers on the block who in the end will be our
true leaders, This is not to romanticize the hustlers, because we
recognize their limitations and realize that it is the Black middle
ciass which must supply them with the skills to carry through the
vevolution,  But the do-rag Brothers. . . these are our Mao! s, our
Castro's, our Lenin's. Malcolm got hlb revolutionary tr‘nmng on
the at:uctb of Harlem, not from discussing whether-or not L,BJ
really screwed Kennedy in his wounds or not,

There is a need in Black America for a unified, togetha guerrilla
front which is based on taking care of business, not on talking ab-
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ot if, There s 2méed for more Black Action and less Black Dis-

cugsion, There i6 a need for Rap Brown to get off television and go
do¥mn in the pool halls, for Stokely Carmichael to come back from
‘aproad and go back to what he is best at doing, grassroots organi-
zing. The Brothers can rap their positions down, but is it more
important to talk about "destroyingthe system from within," or to
do it? | °

In the final analysis, the guerrilla band is the military and the

-pelitical all in one package because, as Cousin Mao points out,

""Politics is war without bloodshed while war is politics with blood-
shed.' 'The political party, wrapped as it is in sterile debate and
conjecture, never even deals with true politics, The guerrilla ar-
ray, on the other hand,, is constantly confronting the enemy on a
highly visible, highly existant level. The armed struggle is the

solid basis for a popular political front. For a Black Liberation
Front,

CONCLUSION

Debray's book, Revolution in the Revolution? , has been called
a handbook of the Third Woyrld liberation struggles, of which the
Black Liberation Struggle in America is an integral part. But it
is only a handbook. Like a book about sex, it can only provide
some of the answersg, You got to do the rest.

As we pointed out previously, Revolutionary Black Nationalists
point to honkies Marx, Guevara, and Debray as some of the mes-
sizhs of the liberation struggle. Like Brothers Malcolm and Fa-
non, these cats had the guts to get out there and test their theories’

through practice. In order to surpass the honkies, we've got to

get out in the stream of the struggle and get the mud between our
toes, ;

As Debray points out, the liberation struggle will have to be one
of armed offense by the liberation forces, and it will have to be

done immediately. Only by putting our revolutionary theories to
the test will we win. And we're deflmtely gonna win!

". ..every doctrme is worihless and nuil unles.s reihouht by “

us, rewrought by usg, converted to us, to match our needs. "
Aim€ CESAIRE, Letter to Maurice Thorez
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This provocative essay was written by Yo Nguyen
GIAP following the outbreak in 1945 of the AUGUST
Revolution und the birth of the Democratic Repub-
lic of Vietnom; it clearly demonstrates the courage
and dedication of o people who have won past vic-
tories and who will continue to win in spite of tre-
mendous obstacles placed in its way-- the rocist

US government notwithstanding. We hope in the fu-
ture to present our readers with other rare and stri-

king essays of the same genre; in the meantime,

} !
| do your thing, cuz! SOULBOOK

in order to decide the hour of insurrection, the

interprovincial committee had planned to organize
a final conference, It was then that we received

the news of the impending return of Uncle Ho, who
had just been released from a Kuemintang prison.
Upon arriving in Pac Bo he listened to the re-
port on the situation and the resolution on the
launching of the guerrilla struggle. Then he
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assembled the responsible cadres in order to
analyze the situation. He emphasized that
the adopted resolution rested only on the
situation in Cao-Bac-Lang, and not on the
totality of the country; in other words, we
had seized upon one part and had projected

it upon the whole situation. Under such
conditions, to launch large-scale guerilla
warfare within the perspectives of the inter-
provincial committee resolution would have == —
been fatal, Given the entire situation, no
other region possessed the conditions =
necessary to support us; therefore the enemy :_______.——.:._—____'_g,%f__%-
would have been able to group all of his — —E%‘a—%

forces against us, From the military point :_.%__/ ==
of view the resolution did not comply with =" /~//-e//
the principle of concentration of forces; both =

cadres and armament were dispersed, a
grass-roots force was missing.

Uncle Ho decided that if the stage of peace-
ful development of the revolution had already
been depassed, this did not, however, mean that the stage of
general insurrection had been reached. To limit oneself to
purely political activities would no longer suffice to make the
movement progress; but to immediately launch the insurrection
would put everyone in a trick. It was therefore necessary to

" pass from political struggle to armed struggle, allowing, in the

immediate phase, political action to take precedence over armed
struggle.

It was necessary to find an appropriate formula for the relaunch-
ing of the movement; during the course of this meeting the President
sanctioned the creation of the "Propaganda Detachment of the
Vietnamese Liberation Army," which then could only be a small
formation. But in its beginnings it was to attach more importance
to political work than to armed action, with the propaganda mis-

- sion priming the combat properly said.




program was unanimously approved; it was thus that the Pro-
paganda Detachment of the Vietnamese Liberation Army aw the
day.

Following the method of work dear to him, Uncle Ho, after

aving resolved the principal questions, gave us our orientation
in the application of the measure: the organization of the de-~
tachment, composition, recruitment, food and arms supplies,
and future relations with the authorities and local populations,

We then spent a complete day together elaborating the plan,
During the evening we continued to exchange our points of view;
late in the night, Uncle Ho again weighed the advantages and
disadvantages. The following moring we submitted the project -
to the collectivity,

In order to follow the armed struggle according to the new.
orientation, Uncle Ho insisted upon two points in particular:
Acting quickly and resolutely: one month after the
formation of the detachment it should have acquired
several military victories; the first combat would
of necessity have to be a victory.
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In the country, assuring good relations between the

¢ regular detachment and local detachments, between the
army and the population, Maintaining a permanent
liason with the leading structure.
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_ In addition, the President attached an extreme importance to
" the principles of secrecy. We were going to take the route that
he had recommended to us again: :
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""Do not be subjective, do not reveal your forces, act in secret,
in absolute secrecy. Let the enemy ignore all of you. Let him
believe that you are in the east when you are in the west. Let
him believe that you are weak when you are strong. Though you’
may be just about to strike him, let him suspect nothing. "

We returned to the inter-provincial committee, our hearts over-
flowing with confidence. The orders were rapidly applied. Cadres
and armament were immediately re-assémbled. Originally the
detachment included 34 combabtants chosen from section chiefs,
group chiefs, and elite soldiers who were marked by their cou-
rage in the regional armed detachments or the groups of shock
militiamen. The unit had been given equal reinforcement by seve-
ral cadres who had just finished their military studies in China.
From then on three types of armed formation existed in Cao-Bac-
Lang; the propaganda detachment constituted the shock element,
around which were grouped the armed regional detachments, and

- then the detachments of para-military self-defense. Though still
at the guerilla stage, these formations acted, however, in strict
coordination. I remember very clearly how I felt; this was a
completely new thing which left a lasting impression upon me.
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On the eve of the formation of the detachment I received direc-
tives from Uncle Ho written on a little piece of paper hidden in a
P pack of cigarettes.  Two days after, the Propaganda Detachment
: begin to apply them by achieving its first two victories at Phay
Khat and Na Ngan, The "Viet Lap" soon published a communiqué
on it, During the same time, the inter-provincial committee
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called upon the population to increase its support to the army,
The influence of the detachment, grew. The wavering elements
came to our side, Traitors began to tremble and the enemy
tempered its activity in its chase of militints, Numerous grass-
roots organizations were put back on their feet, and their forces
begin to grow rapidly. The movement climbed. The population
brought‘the army buckets of grain and baskets filled with rice
cakes, In certain places they even offered us buffalo, oxen, and
pigs. T.T. poems, T.T. rice, T.T. money boxes for the pur—
chase of arms begin to appear. *

The youth were won over by a powerful "depart for liberation
movement which swelled our ranks.

IFrom Phay Khat and Na Ngan the Propaganda. Detachment of the
Vietnamese Liberation Army marched directly on the Thien Thuat
zone in order to transform itself into a company. The new re-
cruits, coming from small regional units, arrived very rapidly
at the center of the gathering, In
several places, local detachments 7 7
had already attained the force of
a division, Part of the arms taken
irom the enemy were distributed
to them, which overwhelmed the
troops (in those days two or three
carbines were sufficient to raise
the enthusiasm of the combatants).
In every sector people prepared
feverishly for new engagements and demanded the sendmg of
regular troops.

After forming ourselves into companies we left a part of our
forces at Kim Ma, Tinh Tuc, and Phia Uac to carry out armed
propaganda, whereas most of our forces embarked in the direc-
tion of Dong. Mu-Bao Loc, on the Sino-Vietnamese border, in
order to mislead the enemy. We soon arrived in this sector,
and fell back in absolute silence towards the neighboring region
of the Cao Bang and Bac Can provinces, While the movement
was still gaining ground we thought that we should head towards
the South. On the way the population gave us an extremely warm
welcome. ‘In certain places, though we were only one or two
miles from the guard-house, they burned torches.in order to

¢

¥ T, T,. are the initials of the Vietnamese words, '.[‘uye“'n l‘ruyén,
propaganda, by which the detachment was designated.
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come to meet us, e were at the ap-
proach to Tét. In certain localities the
youth had prepared a real feast; they had
set tables and chairs at the very side of
the road and had waited one whole night
in order to entertain us. In the canton
(district) of Hoang Hoa Tham, for example,
a veritable encampment of straw huts
awaited us in the forest, vast enough to
lodge the complete company, with an
exercise area and an important stock

of provisions,

In spite of its extreme deprivation the population aided the army of
liberation. During the three days of T&t, young and old left their
homes to pass the holiday with us. When I think about it today I still
ask myself how we can pay the debt that we have incurred from the
people.

Tiis was the era in whlch the storm units re-established communi~
cation lines with Thai Nguyen, cut hy the enemy. We continued
intense preparations for our march on the South. They had hardly
left us when the March 9 Ycoup de force" struck.* 'The situation
evolved favorably, The Propaganda Detachment of The Vietnamese
Liberation Army left the jungle and marched in broad daylight through
the Kim Ma valley. In each village the revelling people had unfurled .
red flags, each bearing one gold star, All these red flags made the sky
seem more vast and bluer, man and nature seemed transformed and
beaming, the first gusts of independence which elated us,

Then, most of our company headed for the South, establishing
revolutionary power in its wake, disarming enemy garrisons, :md
creating new units,

In Cao-Bac-Lang the direction of the party had glven the directives
in time for the formation of people's power in the countryside, the
lawiching of the guerilla strudgle and the gathermg of new recruits,
On the eve of the Japanese "coup de force" about twenty new com-
panies of the liberation army had been constitned, We opened
recruitment offices everywhere. Near Nuoc Hai more than thresa
thousand youth voluntarily enrolled, Throughout the Cao-Bac-l.ang
*March 9, 1945
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region the countryside formed a vast free zone.

At the same time, the National Safety troops in the center of _Bac
Son-Vu Nhai also arose, undertook guerilla warfare, installed
revolutionary power, and increased their forces. Some time later
the National Safety Troops and the liberation army joined together.
The Tonkin Military Conference held at Hiep Ho decided upon the
unification of all revolutionary armed forces under the name,

"Liberation Army of Viet Nam.'" The liberated zone was then formed,

embracing the provinces of Cao Bang, Bac Can, Lang Son, Ha Giang,
Thai Nguyen, Tuyen Quang, and a portion of Bac Giang and Vinh Yen
provinces.

The situation rapidly evolved. The movement against the Japanese
and for national safety rose like a tidal wave. The National Party
Congress and the National Delegates Congress were held at Tan
Tyao. Meanwhile, Japan capitulated. The August Revolution broke
out. The Democratic Republic of Vietnam was born!

translated from the french by SOULBOOK

"For finally one must take one's part and say, once and for all, that
each day the bourgeoisie is condemned to be more vicious, more
oper}ly savage, more devoid of shame, more summarily barbarous;
that it is an implacable law for every decadent class to see itself
transformed into a receptacle where all the filthy waters of history
flow; that it is a universal law that every class before disappearing
must first dishonor itself completely, unilaterally, and that it is
with their heads buried in dung-hills that moribund societies sing
their last songs."

Aime CESAIRE, Discours sur le colonialisme
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by Rolland SNELLINGS

Pro.ogue: The "Freedom Council" :
In many areas of this country, militant Black people are coming
1ogether to form machinery for a national Black party. This is a
progressive step and will have monumental results--a‘qualitative
chanpe in our struggle--when completed. However, in the interim
pariod, we need an instrument which will voice our people's col-
lective will in times. of crisis. ‘ ;
It is obvious that cur people are eager and willing to take the
initiative in changing their lives. The past Rebellions in Los Angeles,
¢'Iicago, Omaha, Dayton, Atlanta, Boston, and recently Newark
~u 1 Detroit, have demonstrated the Black Mood. But as heroic as
“te uprisings were, there were two important flaws in each: not .
iy clid they lack organized political direction, but they failed to
rovivce any significant victeries for the inasses. We feel that these
tu - es stemmed from the absence of experienced militant leader-
“hip, and from the failure to produce an organ canable of leading
“hie mase struggle: an organ which would embody the concept of
"dual-power'” and challenge the power of the Jocal establishment by
ovtanizing, potiticizing, and channeling the energies of the people
1. a meaningful direction, : .
Vith this problem in mind, we are forwarding the idea of "TFreedom
Louncils” presided over by representatives of the peovle. In times
7 erigiy it is vitally important that militants know concretely what
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steps to take to effectively organize and channel the energies of the

people in order to bring the siruggle to a higher level, at the same

time heightening the political congciousness of the masses while

winning concrete victories. .
ON CENTRALIZATION

One of the major problems confronting Black America today is the
lack of centralized authority acting in conjunction with the popular
will, - ' g
One exafnple of proof that this authority is non-existent is the fact
that many groups of ""Negro spokesmen and leaders'' abound without
" any visible improvement in the living conditions of Afroamericans.
Many times such "spokesmen" will appear on national T, V., radio,
or the press voicing opinions which are totally foreign to overall
Black opinion; and in truth they represent merely the outlook of the
Black Bourgeoisie, .

Within the framework of the ""Black Power movement, the question
of centralization must be dealt with, OQur local grassroots organiz- .
ations must serve as the foundations for district, regional, and
eventually, national centralized Black authority.. This type of
organization will have two distinct advantages; one: it will be an
aulhentic expression of genuine Black National Opmion two, it will
serve as a means of isolating all opportunists, careerlsts, and
forces operating against the interests of Afroamericans.

One progressive tendency that has heen observed is the growﬂ1 of
Black cornmunity organizations: anti-poverty groups, tenant councils,
citizen's committees, etc. Also, within the last few years there have
been conscious efforts to develop, in one form or another, Black
political parties. This is a positive development, but we must think
ahead to the period when we will have numerous local "parties' in
urban and rural areas.

It would be wise to develop some plans for tlie unification of these
prospective organizations in this current period. One such method
would be the wholesale development of '"People's Conferences' be-
ginning on the local level, developing fmally into state, regional,
and national conferences. Recently we've witnessed conferences
whereby various militant intellectuals and leadership clements
participated. This is progressive to a de gree, but if we are to be

truly representative of the broad masses of our people, then these
conferences must 1nc1ude grassroots elements in active roles,
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In fact, beginning now, we must strive for-a much closer relationship
between potential cadres (young radicals and activists) and grass-
‘roots people. A good example of this mode of action has bzen the
progresswe role of SNCC workers in the South, They have even had
a few "'people's conferences," but the number must increase 1f welre
to move ahead, In this way we prevent the rise to power of a "'new
elite’ --an opportunist "nationalist" caste which would fill the vacuum
created by the dismissal of the Black bourgeois leadership. In
certain areas of the country the pre-conditions for and the elements
of such a caste exist. The rise of or tendencies towards nihiligt-
opportunist nationalism can only abort or seriously distort our '
growing Afroamerican people's movement. Thesge tendencies, again,
can only be defeated by conferences which unite the broad masses
with radical and intellectual elements; thereby, the people are able
to voice their will, cancelling out the need of intellectuals to "in-
terpret” it.

Here we must voice the need for the mob:lxzation of various leader-
ship elements throughout the country. Young activigts and potential
leaders must visit their brothers and sisters in other regions of the

nation and begm to develop a continuous dialdgue and exchange of
information. 'This itself will shatter the barriers of
provincialism and regionalishn--and develop ‘
within the minds of potential leaders thz sense ,{'3

- of National Consciousness, This in itself-~ Er
once the regional barriers are shattered--will
accelerate the demand and desire for organiza-
tions of Central Authority (This is what the
Continental Afrieans were attempting to achieve 4!
with their organization of African Unity, the
inspiration from which prompted Brother
Malcolm to follow suit and form the
Organirzation of Afro- -american Unity).

The idea of Centralization does not mean
that members of current organizationg will
lose their autonomy; on the contrary, we
can expect the lobbying of various groups for
influence within the Central Organizations,
This is correct because it holds true to the
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' In refurning.te the piclilem of ‘d¢ombat-
ting regionelism, it is astonishing how :
much of the current potential leadership
is ignorant of conditions ia other regions.
Again, as a prelude to building Central
Authority, we must encourage militant
activicts and intellectuals to form dele-
gations which would visit the rural areas
of this country (ie. the South) as well as
other urban areas. It is the duty of con-
WY, 271 scious aspiring leadership to develop
¥ » the networks and organization for making
. P Gass]  this possible. In the same vein, too ’.
YAMANDLA MEAWETHY® “"55:‘}} many youth and budding intellectuals
(POWER TOTHE PEOPLE) v (artists, writers, actors, musipigns,
o o etc.) are concentrated in groups or on
college campuses totally alienated or

divorced from the day to day struggles of the masses of our people.

During the period when Brother Malcolm was among us, our thoughts
and actions were developing along the lines of national Black unity.
There were joint rallies involving Brother Malcolm and militant Southern
leadership, which also included our African brothers. After the
Drother's tragic death there was fragimentation within the Movement
for National Unity and, generally, a return to isolationism. Currently
we are ‘witnessing a réturn of this progressive trend in the linking up -
of SNCC.and CORE leaders with the various Nationalist and radical .
groups in other areas. This is excellent; but the contacts must in-
crease and involve other progressive elements outside of the "Black
Power" leadership, i.e., students, artists, grassroots leaders, in-
iellectuals, progressive profession_als, ete, .

In moving towards National Unity we must become aware of the con-
crete realities of our people's condition, This ¢an be accomplished
by forming independent committees or councils which would make inde-
pendent studies of the vital statisties and living conditions in our various
regions, and exchange these studies and reports with brother councils
from other regions., Such studies and reports will incresse the general
knowledge of the conditions of our people in a1l regions to potential .
leadership elements. Also, such committees or councils making these -

——————- - ———_ e -t .
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and other surveys and studies will begin to function as spokes in the
wheel of National Centralized Organization. Later, after several sur-
veys and reports are completed, studied, and exchanged, a Congress

of these Councils or committees can be established to work out solutions

to these problems. Such councils or committees, needless to say,
would be responsible to--and elected by--the groups and grassroots
organizations of tEeir various regions. Out of such Congresses of
militant councils or committees can be developed the basic machinery
and foundations for Centralized Authority, along with ideas towards
forming national and international Afroamerican Policy. In addition,
out of the council apparatus and other machinery can be developed
National Organs of Communication (newspapers, journals, magazmes
etc.) which will express the outlook and opinion of the Afroamerican
nation.

In exploring various methods within the theme of Centralization, the
system of committees or Councils is merely one possible method.
More than likely there will be numerous methods developed before we
obtain liberation. Various progressive grassroots organizations would
participate in the election of Council or committee members to repre-
sent their particular city. This method can be extended to district,
state, regional, and finally, national representation. Again, such
councils, be they rural or urban, can serve as organizational machinery
for Central Authority. However, to reiterate, this does not rule out
broad conferences of the people, ranging from the current cultural
conferences to student conferences, women's conferences, youth
conferences, etc. (in fact, the councils would be the machinery devel-
oped to execute the popular decisions arrived at in the people's con-
ferences). It is only through such meetings and exchanges of opinions,
locally, regionally, and nationally, that popular creative ferment can
be sustained, and mobilized, and actions initiated to solve our National
Problem.

.the west has never, even during the time when it has reveled
the most in the word, been further from being able to ¥ise to the
demands of a true humanism, from being able to live a true huma-
nism--humanism encompassing the world."

 Aim€ CESAIRE, Discours sur le colonialisme
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leroi jones
~— ed Dbullins
_— reggie lockett
ernie allen
margaret hlock
john fisher
le graham
william r. lamppa
eunice sanders
sonny williams
- clarence major
ho chi minh
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Your forest sign,

with your red corals, )

your bracelets of curved gold, B

| and this dark crocodile NG
swimming in the Zambesi of your eyes

Nichelas GUILLEN
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UNPERTURBED

So he sits in stoic splendor,
not noticing

the stagnant liquid.
imperceptibly ris{ng,

and eveﬁ now gently ;:oveﬁng

his expensive oxfords.

Undoubtedly the hideous scum

will be level

with his lower lip,

before he recognizes

‘what he is immersed in.

And when that time comes,
the inept buffoon

will probably swallow,

and swallow and swallow...

william r. lamppa
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ATTENTION: The Pope Speaks

Ahem . . .

Yes, I am the Slavemaster
blue-eyed Roman

with forked tongue
raper of Aunty Remus
big hatted

rider in the fields
(shaped to red clay
furrows

like black briny fore
heads)

sun raining upon backs
in my lands

Edens

of magnolias

& everlasting
spirituals

& prayer meetings

& Yas . . .

(Latin Benediction)

(Boss) me

who I am

the Slavemaster

father of a
never-conceived bastard
the ticket taker ’
the widow maker

the New Dealer

& greailness is

mine thus sayeth I

for my Great Sotiety

(to himself)

t)

03
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(Latinized mumbling)

Yes, I am he, The Slavemaster,
in lands brown & ‘
russet )
the blood and
sunsets that never
set upon my Empire
that I observe
from the towers
that I babble
upon as I
politic
preach
pray
prolifigate
& sell
my daughters
“for scrotums (good
for carrying coins when
" properly cured)
to the under-privileged
" upon whome
I wish relief
from me.

(10 Hail Marys, etc.)

ed bullins )
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For a Iady i know

Talk the talk Eneed

you, as you resurrect
your consciousness above
the streets, as you walk
with me, and lay

with me, and wonder
what is on

my mind. Oh talk, talk,
lady, and remind yrself
that you are dealing ‘
with a spirit, deal, madam

in your bigassed smiling eyes

in the world of real things--

as I have pronounced the life

in our fingers, real, so you must be
and grow to love me, as I must, of
course, finally, fall on my knees,
with love for you. ' ‘

leroi jones
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SUMMER I'UN

Summer Fun!!!
Ice cream
and
- gasoline -
"barbecues...
roasted honkies
Winterland in ashes---
Haight street
in {flames
black people tripping over
a each other
trying
to burn down -
' the -
tribune building .
toilet niggas
hiding
in the shit bowl
house niggas -
' under the bed
Summer Funl!!!
the devil comes out
in full colors:
Red, White, and Blue.

reggie lockett
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fires of dawn

_splash out of the

damp eye

of an inky african night

while a black troubled earth
heaves listlessly

digging inlo its sobbmg flesh and
the mourning sea

listening to the bro

ken rhythin of its own breath
risewashself laps

a greenwetongue across the
bleeding docks of crushed
african hearts in the

bush thin grey smoke veils
ancestral hearth

wisping way thru mat

ted fronds

spirals the shimmering silhouette of
departing prophet-priest

stretch forth your arms
mother afrika! he is
coming home!

rising with giant steps he

makes his swift ascension upthe
sieepwinding mountainpath upthe
long pausing ivory road

only once to turn .

a last wistful glance our way
memories flood our hollowed souls
" those calabashes worn and broken
now lifted upward by the black star
rising slowly slowly in the

burning african sky

207
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weep not he is

not gone black sister if you
want to see him

watch for him

on the road to guinea.

SOCK IT TO ME!

ride the greengolden fields of

your black mind, girl

strike the bewitching cobwebs

from each sleepstepped corner, yeah
let not one droplet of life fall outside
those softchurning waters of your
dark consciousness then. ... -

your black thoughts will i ‘promise
swish beyond the stagnant

pale pools of .

sticky mystification sweep

you upon the field of action where
liberation's torch lies waiting

.in the warm

flesh of your blackness

ernie allen
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THE LIFE AND DEATIT OF A BLACK MAN

A child is born i

and the sun peeks through from behind the clouds
“to bring welcome to ihis

Innocent One

A child is born

he grows, he learns,

but mostly he awaits

his entrance into "the world"

""All I could see were greys and blacks .
and now and then streaks of red--
that was all.
But the smell,..
I could remember the smell
- Like rot
Like decay
Like death...
and the continual crying
from nowhere
Everywhere -~
Begging--pleading
Help me
Help me...

A child is born
but he grows
too fast

learns too soon

""And after awhile

I began to cry too=-
“IFather, Father,..."

but my Father knew me not.
'Mother, Mother, .:!

Lut she, long ago, had died..."
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A child is born .

into a world of back alleys

and of dark rooms that serve as

outposts for junkies, pimps, and prostitutes

into a world where pregnant women call out

"where forth are thou Romeo"

into a world dominated by poverty, by filth, by ignorance
into a world whereto be black is to be curse

and the king, the devil, the ruler is

the White Man

v "So, like an animal

Like the Rest

I ran . :

and always I found the same darkness
the same smells

the same crying

Until, like the Rest,

I, too, grew weary and prepared to
Die..."

A child is born

No longer a child but a Man

A Man pursued by an enem

Whitey '

One must always attack

Attack '

Least you be smothered by your "own world"
Attack . -
Least you be reduced to nothing by the White Man
Altack

Fight

Survive
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"I could not rest.

I had to keep running--
To keep searching

for life :

For true life.

- A child is born

At twelve a man

. At sevénteen a father

At twenty

Dead

or perhaps

Just perhaps '

he never really breathed the breath of
Life

margaret block
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ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Like the builder slaves of Egyﬁt,
they perfect the monster,
as we watch in awe the spiral

of its halocaustic portent.

Who among us culprits and bystanders

is the blessed Noah?

Submerged in the mute anxiety of the

multitude — like plebian earthworms—

from infancy to the grave,

entranced by schemes—blind Homer would .
have seen through—

we struggle to sever the umbilical cord. .
and when face with the aspect of freedom
submit to the paternity of the,chufch

the demagogue, the state.
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~ We sheep— sucklers all—-
- enchanted by Odysseus

~wait only to be eaten,

P
| N
~ john fisher- .
¥
¥
1,
4
- billowing 5w1r11ng damnlyfalllng o i
' confetti ' . T I
drifting blacklywafersof - _ . i
manna we o ' _ o :
dumb like"-ox : ' . '
on stand like ' b
black mouths slavering R _ i
" red ' " 0
ly : : .
wait ‘ _ S . L i
receiving o e
bit of the host of - - _ I I
80ggY girlbodies o L e
hair teethtoe skin vein o ' i
vessel finger nail , » . |
‘falling T ' : S SR 1
in the smoky rubble B - ' :
of ‘mammas
dreams
- carol freeman
|
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POME. FOR WEIRD. HEARTS. & ALL you mothers

The bearded "TEACH" : walking. pissing thots. on church-coated stools.
disguised as minds.
Anonymous voices: ha. ha. that''s robert in the future....heh heh ...

they. black eyes. nappy-headed. grey minds. damn fools : .
‘that they are. have been taught ’
their death. frome split lips. of pimps
(Dr. White Folks. Mrs, Whitey

House. The Dean of American Forces. THE AMERICAN DREAM. & nigger scene
exposing grey matters ' )
of the bone. carved in voices. words. "good mornings.,"
"i have nothing against coloured people ...." & we are
taught this vision thur white light

black might. in the night. & with-
80 much grace. this light. this w. & b. (INTEGRATED) lxght wind
ing itselfl skillfully in our minds. causing black
people to turn to themselves,.

. like dead & tired faces
hanging frome windows. piercing shadows frome light
come plex sion niggers. in blackest of ghettoes. considered
sane by intelligent tests. causing other creations:
‘the ofay, fat. punk. forced
into a double-vested vine on Linwood. or
the bastard with the pokadot mmd crying
“help me bros.'

Damn! hearta are weird.

There's no love in these voices, anonymous voices.
resting in little minds. doomed
for dying. unless hip. teachers. teach them their
beauty. & the rulers. their death. No. it's
not hate to love yourself. only
love. baby. only love. for
life, our life. cause
their life. is our death. yr.
death, if logic is your
mother.

father. or .
lover, . - le graham



SON OF A GUN

I knew a man,
Son of a gun!
‘Skin smoothed blackness
Held delight baby
- Spelled me stilled
In the suede of
black-like-me-ness,
T'hat man was tall
He was short
Bony, he was fat
Intellectual, gusty-lusty
3old, shy, that guy.
And when he walked,
It was his shoulders
When he walked
syes when he talked
With a voice that
touched below my awareness
sot to my sensual yes-ness
pgrabbed my body
from sighs and cries
to his honey. Right there
Where he held me
Until I turned
And knew him
Jfor what he was,
A black man, honey -
1 knew once :
Son of a gun!

‘eunice saunders
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IFOR MY SISTER

in )

nights reeking from
blackblood
freshly warmed
celd

in verrnin infested house
i walk among

gutterstreets
vihile neon signs

iliumine ghost highways

; and
pale, paqty creatures with :
wrenching, tearing, foawming mouth

and ,
tentacle -like claws
‘clutch
choice

“black meat
as

' BLACK FIRE BURNS

and
from ebony ashes ,
i.arise filled with new
lifeblcod
youngblood .
bloodbiood
blood of my father
. of my mother
- of Africa.
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BOOM
" youngbloods
smash
old chains newly fastened

voices raise
shout
scream
' the battlecry
of Shango
ol vengeance

Oul un ne streets

i join

yow;; nzrriors with
do-reg;. ii¢lmets
do-~-batde

RTINS Y LA SUer
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with-sticks, stones, knives, bottlés, chains,

conk
anything a weapon

lster i see a head
peep
through the ghades and
nod

saonny williams
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SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK
White men, themselves, preaching my
talk. Apathy, come out, apathy come out!
Action, come in, come in, action!
The introduction to a training for nerves;
the background to the organization
to bust the power structure to bits;
to give the oppressed a chance to Action,
Spirit. Spirit, spirit. Most likely such folk
will have shown their ability to Lead.
Do not lead us, screams; nights,
give me Nothing, Show me Nothing--
except my chance to Be, to be equal °
in element, in the cradle. In the womb; ‘
I went as an applicant to Heaven, white heaven -
and was sent immediately down into Hell.
White hell, The procedure of the program
is to try to get at least a few dumb Negroes
too on the traineeships in order to really see
thru them what the Rich White Fathers cannot see
in the course of the launch into stink, garbage
and death: into apathy, disease, into Class
room notes, into special library
for reports on what the niggers said. ‘What
"we' believe will help them to be Human--
derived from our own brillaint deductions;
Particular emphasis on the white sickness to
use the black flesh for profit, sometimes sex profit,
We will, gentlemen, discuss all the poverty.
Ladies and gentlemen, we will organize or Fall,
Organize what? Our souls as they relate to the
core of the country's money structure, it's walls,
Then I got a call from a capacity center
and was asked to please explain myself
before the count of three: or else treatment
for race hatred; the white girl said, you hate us.
Gosh, how can it be, how can it? she sang.

clarence major
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ju.ly 1946, Paris

In the reception room of that palace on the right bank of the river,
a hale and hearty journalist heckled for a quarter of an hour a thin
man with deep marks of suffering and privation on his face, who had
in front of him a small vase of pink roses.

Round about were nearly one hundred reporters and observers
from all countries, ‘

"Mr. President, you are a revolutionary, aren't you?' the jour-
nalist asked, _ '

"Yes," the man replied sedately.

""Have you been in the resistance?"

"YeS. 1
" "How long?"

""About forty years."

"Have you been in prison, too?'" It was clear what the journalist

Tm'z-aiswfﬁfmg@q- - ; Syl sa

was driving at.
“YeS. 1" )
"What prison?"
"Many, sir,"
llLong?ll

The thin man looked at the hale and hearty journalist with a faint
smile and said, "In prison, time is always long, you know, "

The reply given in French was prompt, clear and unexpected.
Was it said as a reproach, as irony or as humor? What is cer-
tain is that at that instant Frenchmen, Inglishmen and Americans

s . — ———— i w— -
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in the room were .astonished to notice
that the poatee-bearded scholar

well as in Hanoi; it was the inscru-
table smile of a wise man whose vision

" stretched far beyond today. - s

Have you any further questions, jour-

nalist? . L a ,-g_ql :
"In prison, time is always long."

August 1942 in Asia

The second year of the war drew to a close, The Japanese
took possession of Indochina, But new forces emerged. In Viet-
nam a resistance base was firmly established in the uplands,

One day, near the Sino-Vietnamese border, Chiang Kai~shek's
police arrested a man abont whom they knew nothing except that
he was called Ho Chi erh, that he wanted to go to Chunking and
that he claimed to ke & mpr&ﬂen’taﬂve of the Vietnamese patriots.

Who was this Ho Chi Miph? Araund 1926 or 1927, there existed
a Vietnamese patriet by tha name of Nguyen Ai Quoc--known to
all the police in the ¥ar East~~who used to travel about this see--
thing region of the werld,. But Nguyen the Patriot was dead. “

This man looked about the same age. His clothes were very
simple, but small details about him revealed that he was not.an
ordinary . man, and, strange to say, he wanted to see the Chi-
nese authorities at Chunking, This was enough to clap a man in '

" prison.

First he was put in Tsingi jail; then without any plaus1b1e rea-
son, he was taken to Nanning; from Nannmg he was sent to Kwei-.

lin and from Kweilin to Liuchow where he retraced his steps. .

Before dawn, when the stars faded away, he was sent on his way
on a lead, with hands bound, behind a pig carried. by two- guards.
A’ nightfall, when the birds returned to their nests, he was coo-
ved up in some makeshift jail near a rubbish shoot, hagpy' to'have

.
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one leg shackled so as to avoid a night's sleep on a cesspool.
- Transferred here and there by circuitous routes, he crossed

the thirteen d1str1cts of Kwangsi'province, was confined in thir-.,

ty prefecture and district. prisons for fourteen months in all and
put unde’r ‘house arrest.at Liucliow from where he took the road
back to the frontier which he had ‘crossed two years before.

Desplte the days of fifty-kilometer walks, despite sleepless
vnghts,, hunger, cold, fevers, the cangues, the prisoner kept his
smile which testified to his inexhaustible confldence in llfe in -
all its v1ctor1es over evil and death. .

Arms,, leg bound, who can prevent you from hearing a bird.
sing, from smellmg fragrant flowers? Do solitude, inaction
weigh on you‘? The autumn®moon is bright in the sky. Does the
languor of-the evening twilight stupify your Will? Look at that
house lit in the pitch dark n1ght : .

‘Wearily to the wood the b1rds fly, seek rest,
Across the empty sky a lonely cloud is drifting,
Far away in‘a mountaln v:llage a young girl grinds

. : out maize,
When the ma12e 1s ground the fire burns red in .

‘the oven.

The police watch every ‘detail of your deeds and gestures - Who

can forbid you to jot down the loneliness of an hour, an unspea—
kable situation, the drama behind a Smile? The poetly of tlungs

is in the heart of life, And if poetry can ever-be of use in.life,’,
it is m the 01rcumsta.nces descrlbed above ' Voo,

The Chmese prlsons at that trme were much more hke a court a
of ‘miracles than ‘the’ SantE (the main prison in Parls) cell, They ’

were atroc01us spots alive with misery, filth, ‘corruption, d1sea— -

'sgs, in whlch gamblers _bugs, opium addicts; itchmites, syphi:
litics huddled together.: Apart from that, you lived a famlly— i
.hke Jdifey, preparmg tea on a persohal stove and’ eatlng with' gus’-
.to when there was somethlng to e'at a_fter a. good 'huntmg for hce
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Sometimes in the evening, sitiing in the dark, our prisoner wati-
ched all these people asleep and awake, Innocent-faced men on the
cround, bugs on the walls crawling like black armored cars in the
night, and mosquitoes flying in squadrons in the sky. The world
was at war, while he suiffered in the corner of a prison cell, far
from his country, far from his comrades. It was just at such mo-
ments that he took out a time-worn notebook and jotted down his
impressions of the day. He wrote in the language of the jailers,
who would have spepected all material written in Vietnamese.

This was the origin of a hundred odd quatrains and Tang poems
written in the Chinese classical language, adomed here with a
newly coined sentence, there with a popular expression. All were
sheteiies taken {rom life and they made what coulgd be called
tle prigonerts travel book, . _

And the prisoner, as you have guegsed, was none other than
Nguyen the Patriot, the man who received pressmen in the Royal
Monceau reception room one afternoon of July 1946, the year of
TFranco-Vietnamese reconciliation, as it could be called.

Nowadaye there are many memoirg of great statesmen. Mem-
oirg arc part of bistory, and history, as you know, can be told as .
one likes. This for many reasons of which the following is worth
noting, however Impertinent it may be; great statesmen are great
cldefly becausge of their work, their thinking and their character--
not always because of their sensibility. Now, poetry is something
most intimate to man. It can hardly tell lies, or else
the poet is nat a poet, '

In such men as Ho Chi Minh the intelligence and
gengibility are one. There ig nothing secret in his
public and private life.” To him the sight of suf-
fering i a call both to action and to poetical
expregsion.

The rose at evenihg blosséms, and then
o it fades away

its opening and its withering continue

. .all unnoticed.

But the fragrance of thé rose {loats
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into the depths of the prison, : :
Telling the inmates there of life's injustice and sorrow,

So 1 believe this little essay and these few poems will tell Black
Americans more about President Ho Chi Minh of the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam than any lengthy memoirs.

Visiting Her Husband in Prison

The husband is inside the iron bars.

The wife is outside the iron bars, looking in.

So near they are, only separated by inches, "

And yet so distant, like sky and depths of the sea.

What no words utter, their desperate eyes relate.
Before cach work, their eyes brim over with tears.

Who could stand here and watch their meeting, unmoved?

At the End of Four Months :
"One day in Jail is equal to a thousand years outside it,.."
How right were the ancients, expressing it in those words!
Four months leading a life in which there is nothing human
Have aged me more than ten years.-
Yes: in a whole four months 1 have never eaten my fill,
In four months I have never had a comfortable night's sleep,
In four months I have never changed my clothes, and in

. four months

I have never taken a bath,
So: I have lost a tooth, my hair has grown grey,
And, lean and black as a demon pnawed by hunger
I am covered with scabies,

Fortunately
Being stubborn and patlent never yielding an inch,
Though physically 1 suffer, ‘my spirit is unsl‘aken

Mid-Autumn Festival ‘
The mid-autumn moon is round like a mirror _
-And shines on the whole earth its silver white rays -
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You who enjuy mid-autumn in the mids* of your families

Remember those in prison, who drink the dregs of misery.
1I

In jail we also celebrate the mld-autumn festival.

For the autumn moon and wind bear a flavor of sadness..

Being deprived of freedom to enjoy the autumn moon,

‘My.heart wanders after her on her course across the sky.

Autumn N1pht

-In front of the gate, the guard stands with his rifle.

Above, untidy clouds .are carrying away the moon.

The bed-bugs are swarming round like army tanks on

maneuvers

While the mosqultoes form squadrons, attacking like

, fighter-planes.

- My heart travels a thousand li towards my native land.

My dream m’certmnes with sadness like a skein of a
thousand threads.

Innocent, J have now endured a whole year in prison.

Using my tears for ink, I turn my thoughts into verses.

_

IN MEMORIGM:

Lan gston rIUGHES
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fmmmz 1deology
e gnd the peasantry

’-’i

‘by abdelbaki hermasst

Political literature is ungrateful; the man who yesterday saw
his portraits dominate various headquarters, who saw his wri-
tings read with passion, today finds himself relegated to the
past, with no more importance than a page of history. But the
work of I'rantz Fanon, written in the beautiful midst of com-
bat— if it carries the marks of it, remains no less living to us.

Both his work and his personality lack neither passiim, Juci-
dity, nor paradox. Fanon, a psychiatrist and combatant in the
Algerian revolution, was led by his own political and professio-
nal directives to approach the majority of problems associated
with decolonization: the fundamental mutations of the personali-
ty of the colonized, social classes and the liberation struggle,
and national culture. Briefly, he knew how to trace with visio-
nary brilliance all sides of the questions which he held close to
his heart; and paradoxically, it is his conception of social
classes that has been remembered by most militants.

ONLY THE PEASANTRY

For Fanon'the great error of the political parties in the "un-
derdeveloped" countries was that they attached a. priority to ad-
dressing themselves to the most conscious elements: the urban
proletariat, artisans, civil servants. That is to say a minute
sector of the population. But "if this proletariat understood the
propaganda of the panty and read its literature, it was much
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less prepared to respond to the eventual slogé.ns of
relentless struggle for national liberation.”

\\

Fanon thought the proletariat to be the sector of =
colonized society most pampered by the _
colonizer. In effect, it furnished the colon- - {,
izer with necessary and irreplacable elements:
street-car conductors, taxi drivers, miners,
dockers, interpreters, hospital attendants, etc. "
Though these elements constituted the most
faithful members of the nationalist parties, the
privileged place that they occupied within the
colonial system had conferred upon them a
r=latively "bourgeois' mentality.

On the other hand, when the peasantry revolts,
it very quickly appears to be the radical clags:
"It experlences naked oppression. .. and in order
to keep itzelf from dying of hunger, nothing less than a
total uprooting of a1l structures is necegsary."
AFTER THE VIOLENCE

‘Thus the peasantry becomes the motor of the revolution; .
this is all the more manifest in that the people of the country-
gide, In the Sizrra Maestra 23 well as the Aurds# have almost
everywhere generalized the usage of liberating violence.
Gimplilying Marxian schema, it i3 a question of demonstrating
that at a certain degree of oppression a social group (here the
p”assmtry) becomes an explogive force.. This vigion seduced
a number of intellectuals during the 1960's. Since that time
th2 phase of organizad violence has left its place, on the one
hond with un insatiable thirst for power, which would have
disturbzd Fanon a great deal, on the other w1th the slow and
- dlfficult phase of national construction. ’ :

% Slerra Mazatra, Aurss: mountain ranges located in Cuba
and in the mid-part of Algeria reapectively

. e 1 N 7§99 S 40 4 ey B e P eSS . e lpet sne
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.Now it is seen that the national movement given birth within
the urban centers depended fundamentally upon its origins, and 4
that the peasantry for a time took the initial steps toward in- "~
tensifying the struggle. But within a complex process should
one consider any one phasc over another? Can one develop . :
theories on the destiny of a revolulion based upon‘._q;zge of its
moments?, Certainly the moment was great and historic, a
cenerator of great victories, for the sub-proletariat consiituted
the gangrene of colonial domination; through militant action,
unemployed workers and "sub-men'' rediscovered the road of -
the natioii '

It is, however, a question of seeing if this sub-proletariat
which evcives between ''folly and suicide" is as disposable for : i
socizlist constructicn as it is for the stage of revolt. Living '
in the uncertainty of tomorrow, filled with anxiety, and seized
by the preoccupaiions of its present cituation, it is difficult
for the cub-proletariat to envisage the problems of the future.

In his Travasil et 'Uravailleurs en Algéric, * Iierre Bourdicu

has shewn how @ certain level of misery must be surpassed in

order that the attitudes of workers hecome rational and realis-

tic. The absolute zlicnation of ihe lumpenproletariat prohibits its
having the very conscienceness of its alienation.  This is why, du-
ring e phase of national construction, the role of the working ,
class continues to broaden. Assured of a regular income and there- _
for o plan of life, it is the workers who, through their professio- i
nal and political education, have the most chance of becoming not o
a force of revolt, but a revolulionary force.

On the other hand, Fanon's romanticism did not hide from
Eim the ambiguity of the historical role of the suli-prolétariat.
This dispensable human reserve," he wrote, "if it is not:
immediately organized through insurrcceiion, will find itself
a mercenary reserve at the side of the colonialist troops. "
In effect it was the lumpen-proletariat in Algeria which fur-

* Labor and Laborers in Algeria
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nished the harkis* and allies of the French;
in the Congo one finds them in the region-

~ alist manifestations of Kasai and Katanga
provinces,

Consequently, one cannot support the
thesis of a revolutionary peasantry; from
the time of its thirst for undifferentiated

- light this class is at every instant menaced .
by mystification. The workers in the
modern or modernized sector fundamen-

tally remain the best support of national
construction.

The greatness of Fanon is of having been a spokesman in a mo-

ment of great ideclogical sterility. ''Through his voice," wrote

. s e e ey e e—— ———— SRS | SMRILCS s e e S e w8 .
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Jean-Paul Sartre, 'the Third World discovered itself and spoke."
This is why he remains living.

* harkis: soldiers who served as auxiliaries in the French

army
in North Africa ‘

) f ‘ '
E o a translated from the french by SOULBOOK -
e |

SUPPORT THE GUERRILLA STRUGGLE IN TIERRA AMARILLA

Send donations to Reyes Tijerina Defense Fund,
1010 3rd, N.W. Albuquerque, New Mexico

DEFENSA LEGAL PARA 1.0S GUERRlLLI::'ROS

Se necesita dinero para defender en las cortes a los or-
restados de Tierra Amarilla. Donaciones pueden enviarse
a lo Sedlora Isobel Gurcia: Emergency Children’s Fund,
8917 Guadalupe T . R ., N.W. Albuquerque 87114; o Reyes
Tijerina Defense Fund, 1010 3RD, N.W. Albuquerque, Nuevo Méjico
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ne thing is, it had all started after the certifi-
cate exams. Instead of going straight home, I
had stayed in town to work. This was going to be
my first proper meeting with town and when I sent
the letter home announcing my intentions I felt a
little strange. Bekoe and I were going to stay in
a small room in his Uncle's house. The room
was like a coffin, but who cared? We found a job
as sorting hands in the Post Office. I've forgot-
ten how much they were paying us. Really it's
strange...but I have. Anyway, it was something
like twelve pounds. DLither it started at fourieen
pounds and then with the deductions leaned out
to twelve-'n'-something or it was twelve with
no taxes. But I remember twelve. Bekoe
told me that his uncle was not expecting us
to pay anything for the room and that he had
even instructed his wife to give us three
meals a day for free. I say, this was very
kind of him. Because you know what?
Some people would have insisted on our
paying. They would have said it would
help us get experienced at budgeting in
the future.. And in fact we later dis-
covered that the wife did not have it in
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mind to feed us free like thati. Aiter the first week, she hinted
it woirld be bice if we considered contributing something, She
w3 not charging us for the meals. No, she was just asking us
1o contribute something. We agreed on three pounds each, We-
alsc thought Bekoe should not tell his Uncle this. Not that Bekoe
wnuld have told on her anyway. FHe knew nephews and nieces
have heen able to break marriages. Ei, he didn't want any
trouble. Besides his mother would have killed him for it. His
wnother is a fierce trader and I know her. She could easily have
slappad him and later boasted it around the market how she had
heaten up her son who was f{inishing five years in collegel. ..

Anyhow, that was three pounds off the pay. Then there was
this business of the blazer. I mean the school blazer I wanted
. to buy. It cost ten pounds and father had made it quite clear
that he considered his duty by me done when he paid my feed for
ihe last lerm. Tlow could I go to hiim with a blazer case? Sol
thought 1 would keep four pounds by every month towards that.
We were going to work for three months. That was the only
time we could have in the long vacation. You see, we both
wanted to go to the sixth form. Well, if I was able to set by
tihis four pounds every month, I would have two pounds cver:
after 1 had bought it. And I could use this to look after myself
until our pocket money from the government came.

- Then T remembered what inother had told me. I remembered
her telling me one day that anytime I got my first pay, I was to
tnke something home, ‘That, part of this would be used to buy
#in to pour libation to the spirits of our forefathers so they would
come and bless me with prosperity. 'That was why the first
Suturday after pay-day, I went to the lorry park and took The
Tailess Animal, As for that lorry, el! I was not surprised to
read in Araba's letter the other day that Anan, its owner and
uriver hag bought a bus. Anyone would after the two of Lhem
had for vewrs lilerally owned what was to their right and to their
lefi i the way of passergers.
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Of course I had always thought this money
would go to Mother. And so see, how do
you think I felt when in a private discus-
sion with her the afternoon I arrived, she
told me it would be better if I gave it to
Yather. I had decided on four pounds‘here
too, reserving the last pound for regular
spending, Anyway, the moment the paper

-notes fell into her hand she burst into tears.

Ae, I too am coming to something in this
world. Who would have thought it? 1
never slept to dream that I would live to
see a day like this...Now I too have got
my own man who would take care of me.."
You know how women carry on when they
7t mean to? She even knelt down to say a’
N’ prayer of thanks to God and at that point I
\\f:] left the room. Yes, and after all this

i

%qq‘ W1 g#}’ sy business she didn't even take the silly
Rt L money.

"Give it to your father. He will certainly buy a bottle of gin and
pour some to the ancestors. Then I will ask him to give me
about ten shillings to buy some yam and eggs for Sunday..."

""That should leave at least, three clear pounds. "

. I sort of
ithought aloud. -

"Listen my master, does it matter if your father has three .
pounds of your pay? It does not matter, I am telling you. Be-
cause then they shall not be able to say you have not given him
anything since you started working. "' "

"But mother, this is not starting work permanently."
"And what do you mean?" '




<

- government asking you to continue.

Y

"“Mother I have done an examination. If I pass very well, I shall
go to school again.”

""Ah, and were you not the one who made me understand that you
would finish after five years?" '

"Yes, but the government asks these who do very well to con-
tinue." C ' )

"And does the government pay their fees?"

"YeS. 1"

"Then that is good becausé I do not think your father would like
to pay anymore fees for you. Anyway
it does not matter about the money.
You give it to him. Ilis people do
not know all these things about the

What they know is that you are
working." '

God!

I hadn't thought of giving anything of that sort. Certainly not
that soon.... Ilowever, Sunday came and I ate the oto mother
prepared with the yam and palm oil. I ate it with some of the eggs
to congratulate my soul. Then I went to say goodbye to people,
and mother took me up to the mouth of the road. Being a Sunday,
we thought it would be useless to wait for The Tailess Animal to

wander in. Because it simply won't. It did that only on the week-
days. M .

And I was to realize that I had not heard the last of the money
business. Mother thought it would be good if I continued to give
that "little something' to father as long as I worked.

S N L IWLLT DT AW 1 T [y et s
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""Ho, Futher?"

"ves. You know he has done very
well. Taking you through college. .
Novs, giving him something would ‘
not only show your gratitude but
also go towards your sisters' fees." -

Ei, I say, have you heard of a
thing like this before? 1 tell you
ch, I caught a fever in the raw.
But mother was still talking.

"I had thought of a nice dignified some- ;
thing like five pounds. But you brought

four this time and mayhe it will be better

to maintain just that."

"And hovs much do I give you?'q

"Me?" She sounded quite shocked - "why should you bring me .
anything? I do not need your money. All I want is for you to be o
happy and you shall not be if they say you are bad. And do you
think I.am an old fool to ask you for more money? If you give
that to your father, you will do a lot. Say you shall do it, Kofi.".

"I will do it mother." I parroted. -

I had a dazed feeling for the rest of the journey and the whole
day. I just could not figure it out. To begin with, whose child
was [? Why did I have to reward father for seeing me through
secondary school? And calling that '"college' did not help me
either. Besides he only paid half the fees since the Cocoa
Brokers' Union to which he is a member had given me a scliole
ship to cover the other half. And anyway Father. He is the kin.
of parent who checks out lists so thoroughly you would think his



tife depends upon them. And he does not mind which kind either.
Textbooks lists? "Hei, didn't I buy you a dictionary last year?"
.... The lists of provisions you needed to survive the near star-
vation of boarding school feeding? ''And whom are you going to
feed with a dozen Heinz baked beans?" Well you know them.
Once when Mother didn't know I was within earshot 1 heard her
telling my little Aunt that Father always feels through his coins
for the ones which have gone soft to give away! It's not very
funny if you are his son. So you see why I got so mad to have
Mother talk to me in that way? And the main thing was, it.
wasn't the money I was giving which hurt me. It was the idea
of Irather getting it. I had always thought of making a small
allowance for Mother from the moment I started working. I was
the third child. My two older brothers were all working but
married and couldn't care much about the rest of us. There
were two girls after me, then one other boy. Father pays the
fees and complains all the time. Mother makes us clothes and:
feeds us too because the three pounds he gives for our chop-~-money
is a nice joke. Mother peddles cloth bult I know she is not the
fat rich market type--say, like Bekoe's
mother. In the villages you always have
to settle installments and money comes
in in such miserable bits someone
like Mother with four children just
spends every penny of her profit
- as it comes. It is her favorite
saying that gshe sells cloth for
fish-and-cassava women.
There is always a threat of
her eating into her capital. -
And naturally it wasg of her I
had thought in terms of any
money giving I was going to do.

vy
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But I obeyed her.- I sent four pounds to Father
1t the end of the remaining months apd each -« D,

"It drove me w11d.

Well, we went to. the gixth form. And of
course Father realized I was still in school. @
e was quile proud of me too. He always ma-
naged to let slip into conversations with other ™' ¥
men how Kofi was planning to go to the Uni-

not paymg .

After the end of the higher exams, I went - @,
to stay in town with Bekoe to work again. And X
I resumed sending the money to Father. Butl IR
felt like I was involved in committing some inju-
slice. In fact at one point, I thought of finding

more for Mother too. But we were doing our old * \
job and that was extremely tiring. Inthe cnd I  ompmme
just realized I couldn't manage another work. SolI -

gave up the idea though vniy hera © *he front part of my head
and not at the back. e B

.1 passed higher and higher with lots of distinctions. I stop-

ped working to get ready to go to our national University. And

_then I met Mr. Buntyne, who had been our chemistry teacher..
He asked me if I would be inte-~ested in a scholarship for an
American University. He knew. &4 business syndicate. They
were looking out for especially bright young people to help.
They had not had an African yet. But he was sure they would
be interested. Of course I applied. There were endless forms
to fill out but I got the scholarship. And I came here.
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Somehow I never forgot the money for Mother. I told my--
self that I would do something about that the first thing after
graduation. Perhaps it is the way she genuinely thinks she
does not need my earnings that much which makes me want
to do something for her. I've even thought of finding a vaca-
tion job here to do and sending the money home with express
instructions that it is for her. But that I know would distress
her no end. Better still, I planned to save as much money
as I could so I could take her about forty pounds or even four
hundred to do something with. Like building a house "' for
you children'' as she always put it. ..

And then somehow this thing happened. It was the very
first month I came. I was invited by Mr. Merrows to go and
have dinner with him and his family. He is either the chair-
- man of this syndicate which brought me here or certainly one
of its top men. They came to pick me up from the campus
to their house. Oh to be sure, it was a high and mighty .hut,
Everything was perfect. There were other guests besides
the Merrows family. The food was gorgeous but the main
- course for the evening was
me. What did I think
of America? How do

I plan to use this o
unique opportunity in XIREREEIAEES

the service of ‘Africa?
How many wives does my
father have? etc. etc. etc.

I had assumed that everyone in the household was there at
the dinner table, Mrs. Merrows kept popping in and out of
the kitchen serving the food. And as I've said before, the
food was really very good. Everyone complimented her on
it and she smiled and gave the wives the recipes for this and
for that.

O s
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£ couie of bours zfier the meal, Mr. Merrows propased
to falx me Buck to the compos becanye i was getting I=te. 1
agreed, ¥ goid my thanks and poadnights sl fedilowed W,
Eerrouws to the doar. I waited for birm whille ke pullec oot thhe
car from the garage. He asked we to jummn fic and I did. ot
then he left his seat, Jeaving the emgine rumning, amd metormezdl
some five or ten minutes Later followed by sondsames. Tt tnrmed
aut fo be a black woman., You know what your hexrt does some-
timea? Bine did that just then.  Hind of turrmed ifitselll raoumd fim
a fumy wxzy. kOr. NMerrows opemncd the back seat for her amdl
Said, . . .
"loti, ¥ro. Bye helps us with the csoking sometinnes, amd
gince I s taldug you back aryway, I thoushil I coald tale her
at Jeast half her way. kirs. Hye, Kofi iy from Afiriea.™

I the car she and I each smiled nervouwsly to the olher. .. I
trit.‘-(ino’.:tofeda.gitaied..-

Butthcnwas ztthcrthevemmgartwo? I do matt even re—
member, '

I vag returning againto  the campus from vieiling o oy T
Inew back bome and whom ¥ Ead met ihe first few days T zrri-
ved. I iook tire subvzy. When the train pulled wp =t the sta-
tians, ¥ got fufo the car nesrest to me. H looked emply., I st
dowm. Then I raised my eyes and realiized there was someomns
else in it. TimmwaSaMackwummmﬂﬁngﬂotﬂmM&eﬂmﬂmﬁ'
the opposiie seat.

Another Hack woman,

Now I can®t telll whether she was rezlly ald or just midde-
aged. She certzinly was mot young. I realized I had to he
careful or I would be stzring. She wos just mormall bllcd wiiih
a bulfony mouth, pretty dzep-set eyes and am old hamdbhep.



Somehow I noticed the bag. She was
wearing the lined raincoat affair which
everyone wears around here in the au-
turon. Except that I {elt hers was too
thin for that {ime of the night.

That titne of the night.

I got to thinking of what a woman

“her age would be wanting in a subway car

that time of the night, I don't know why, but immediately I re-
membered the other one who had been in the Merrow's kitchen
while they ate and I ate. /Then I started getting confused. 1
can swear the woman knew 1 wa8 trying not to stare. She most
probably knew too that I was thinking about her. Anyway, I
don't know what made me, but I drew out my wallet. I had re-
celved money from» my scholarship. So I took some dollar
bills, c¢rumpled them in my hand and jumped like one goaded
with a firebrand.

"Eh..eh I come from Afric:‘a and you remind me of my mo-
ther. Please would you take; this from me?'" And all the time,
I was trying hard not to stare.

'""Sit down, ' she said.
I'm not sure I really heard these words above the dm But
I know she patted the space by her, 'The train was pulling up

at a station,

"You say you come from Africa?" she said.

"Yes," I said.



241

"What are you doing here, son?' she asked.
"A student." I could only reply shortly.

"Son, keep them dollars. I sure know you need them mor!
than I do," she said. And we did not have anything more to say
to each other. But now I could openly look ot her face. I got,
out at the stop. Of course she waved to mne and smiled, 1
stood there on the platform until the engine had wheezed and
raged out of sight. 1 looked at the moncy which was still in my
hand. I sort of felt like opening' them out. I did. There was
one ten dollar bill and twc single ones. Twelve dollars. Then
iL occurred to me that that was as near to four pounds as you
could get., It was not a constriction in the throat. Rather, the
dazed feeling I had had that Sunday afternoon on the high road
to town coming back. And as I stumbled through the IExit and
up the stairs, I heard. myself mutter, "O Mother."
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Crne thing that Black People should leern from the thought
of Famon is that we must in no way be tied to any "ism" to
tke point that human relationships are obscured and we lose
contact with the pulsebeat and rhythms of human realities,
This is particularly true in the struggle to free ourselves
from the asshole of honky degeneracy wherever the Tlames of
Black Liberation burn. '

Brather ficore, of vart Afrocuban descent, is very -well
gqualified to speak of the Cuban Revolution: he was among
the firt groups to fight for and help consolidate 1ts
victories. We share his sympathy for the Cuban Revolution
and unequivocally suppert the many gains nade in the lives
and conditions of the people. %e would like to make our
position perfectly clear on this point,

Morvover the problems engendered by this revolution and
the certainty that they will be solved have significance for
the entire Third Vorld. Like our brother editors of
"Presence Africesine™, who in 1964 voiced disagreement '"that
the lepro problem is a particular part of the social revo-
lution and that it is only necessary to bring about the
latter for the former to be.solved', the publication of
the followinsr article marks the continuation of that debate.

SOULBCCK



B ool cemememt LAY LI P £ 15

——— T TIILIENT

243

PART ONE ‘ S

A great number of things have been said about Cuba; writers, '
poets and assorted literary men have published books, tracts,
and manifestos in support of the five year-old revolution. The
exiled members of Cuba's racist white bourgeoisie have attacked
the revolution--from their safe hiding places on the beaches of
racist Miami--as being a ''Soviet puppet regime," a "tool of in-
ternational Communism' and many other fancy-worded statements
typical of their class and of those who support them. On the other
hand, Communists, .Left-wing professionals and independent Mar-
xists have lauded the many achievements of the Cuban revolution
as ''the greatest event of our times'" and have baptized Cuba "the
island of Paradise in the Caribbean.!' The personality of Dr.
Fidel Castro has been surrounded with an aura of romantic .adu-
lation and the revolutionary regime has received the most exotic
of names--e. g, "'the Caribbean Eden, " the “pearl of socialism, "
etc. ' )

The one thing all observers agree upon is that.the revolut1onary
government has abolished race discrimination forever in Cuba,
In effect, the theme of total abolition of racial dis crimination and
prejudice under the present regime has become an anthemn sung
around the world with such convincing zeal, that those who visit
the island arrive with an a priori preparation to view a "perfectly
integrated society" under socialism. The visitor is no longer dea-
ling with reality, since his basic need--if any--is simply that of
confirming either his ideological principles, or his set ideas a-
bout what an "integrated society' is like under socialism. Those
who contend that race prejudice and discrimination have been

"completely eradicated" from Cuba happen to be, for the most

part, members of some of the many Marxist or Left-wing move-
‘ments and, possibly by coincidence, also whites., For a white
Marxist it is a simple ‘matter of proving to himself the Marxist
axiom which says that racial prejudice is a product of Capitalism;
therefore with the _disappearance of capitalism, racism also dis-
appears. I say it is a matter of proving it to himself since, as a
member of the white race, he must escape a meelmg of
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guilt which assails him in the face
of non-white peoples. How better
to escape his ambivalent feelings
when faced with a non-white than
by saying: ''No, ‘it is not racism
I feel, for I'm a Mar>dist and only
capitalists are racists. On the
contrary, 1 am anti-racist for I
fight against Capitalism",

Yet it is not a9 simple as that, -
for there is a need in the spirit-
the spirit of honest men - to prove
something, Thus, Marxists come
to revolutionary Cuba to prove to
themselves that "'it can work".

So they accomplish two things
simultaneously; a)sélf-exonera-
tion and b) a reaffirmation of

‘their belief that Marxism could, should, and must work.

Let's get into the subject-matter with a bit of history; a history
which has been twisted to'suit the ‘minds of those who have ruled
Cuba since the establishmeént of the Republic; a history that even
today, in spite of 9ix years of revolution and four of socialism,
is still not taught in the schools of revolutionary Cuba,

The fact that Cuba is an Afrocuban® nation rmay shock many ill-
informed persons, yet it is true regarding both culture and
pooulation. The latter fact remainsg, until today, a topic which
has been denied by those who most benefit from trafficking with
lies to serve their own purposes. - In the same way in which the,
United States Government ingists upon the lie which placed the
Afro-American population at fifteen million - from the 1920's to
date - its adoptive son the Cuban bourgeoisie (which learned at
great deal from its adoptive father) has insisted upon the fact

that Afrocubans represented only one-third or at best 35-45 %
of the Cuban population 2,

Thus, we begin with an attempt to conceal the facts concern-
ing the total population of Afrocubans on the island. Yet, from
1800-1850 the overwhelming majority of the population -- esti-
mated to be a million and a hall -~ wag made up of black glaves.
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After this period, the white Cuban "historians' tell us, the pop-
ulation of blachs ulii whates Lecdiue pur e’ 11942} ond from there
on the wkites maintained their gain. We are told, by the same
historiang, that the reasons for this white gain were due to the
decreage in'importation of slaves and tl.e increase in the immi-
gration of whites from Spain in order to ''balance" 3the population.
We are told by these "historians" that, from an overwhelming
majority, the blacks in Cuba fell to a minority of 35-45 % at which
level they have stood static for more than a century! Is this
tantamount to saying that throughout a hundred and fifteen years
the blacks in Cuba have gone through a period of sterility? Yet
in spite of the obvious contradictions, our "historians'' constantly
mention the fact that Cuba is the country par excellence where
whites and blacks intermixed and intermarried freely. Don't
"historians" know that the result of unions between black and white
peoples is a mulatto offspring? This is a simple matter of ge-
netics, Furthermore, if all that intermarriage they talk so much
about 4- as proof that Cuba was a perfectly harmonious society
where "black and white were alike'' - took place during the last
sixty-five years, how can the 35-45% figures be maintained? If .
each time a black and a white person mixed - and our "historians'
tell us this was the mot d'ordre - and thereby their offspring was
mulatto and not white, how could the Afrocuban population be a
minority today? A great cloak of silence surrounds this issue;
whenever it is mentioned at all it is within the context of an Afro-
cuban "minority”. Thus, Rafll Castro, prominent leader of the
revolution talks about 'two million Cubans of dark skin"..® Two
million Afrocubans out of a total population of seven million while
the "historians" talk about a static "'35-45 %" black population.
Why is there such an attempt to cloak the figures concerning the
Afrocuban population with a cloud of mysterious contradictions,
lies and counter-statements? . The answer lies in the fact that
there has been a concentrated effort to conceal the knowledge that
Quba is, and has been for quite some time, a nation in which the
majority population is non-white: it ig Afrocuban®. One can clear-
ly see now what would have happened 0 Haiti had the white (French)
cxjeoles seized power; Haiti would also have been today a country
with a"'35-459%" or "15-20%" black "minority"population. The
‘s‘ingle f.act which kept blacks in Haiti {rom becoming an overnight
minority' and suffering a prolonged "sterility" was, in fact, the
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seizure of power by its black slaves, under the -
leadership of Toussaint Louverture. Otherwise,
nowadays, white Haitian "historians" would
nave a grand time arranging facts and figures
ro suit their designs as white Cubans have done.

il still continue to do. : :

'faiti leads us right into our topic, since that -
country and its revolution played a great part
'in the historical development of Cuba. The
same year that marked the triumph of the
Haitian Revolution (the first country in the
Americas or the Caribbean to shake off the
yoke of foreign domination) also saw a great
movement on the part of black slaves in Cuba
for complete emancipation. The year 1795
saw the revolution which gave power to the
blacks and saw, in turn, the installation of a
government, led, composed and supported by
blacks. This event was soon to have far-
reaching consequences on an island only fifty
miies away: Cuba. Whites fled Haiti to Cuba
taking with them their "trustworthy' black
slaves and the knowledge of a succesful black
revolution, a few miles away, spread like fire igniting the spirit
and providing encouragement to the island's black slaves. Terror '
ziruck the hearts of the slaveholding whites in Cuba as they re-

-4 the terrible news; preventative measures were taken, but
v and encouragement had already crept into the beings of Cuba's

.. hained black population. That same year under the guidance of
‘“.icolas Morales, a black man, the whole of Cuba shook under the
convulsion of a series of slave rebellions. In spite of their ten-
acity, their courageous will to be free and their heroic action,
~ the revolution was drowned in blood, and the most ferocious and
sadistic punitive measures were exacted. Successive revolts were
localized, isolated and crushed with the most fierce brutality: a
brutality which white Cuban "historians" have minimized - if not
overlooked - when dealing with the history of Cuba. This is not
strange when one considers that these "historians'' are the direct
descendants of the Spanish slaveholders. )
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“The slave rebellions perszisted, in.zpite of the grvage repress!
1812 (seventeen years later) saw another grest upheeval,. guided
this time by Jos& Antonio Apinte, another black man. In these
anti-slavery rebellions, the various religlong which englaved
Alricans had brought over from the motherland - Africa - had a
great part to play. The traditionzl secrecy of these religions
permitted the undetected organizetion end synchronization of the
revolig, kept spiritas full of hope of emancipatien and proclaimet
the redemption of the sons and daughiers of Africe in captivity.
Thue, these r'eligiong, unlike the reactionary Christian religion
of the Spanish glaveholder, which preached slavery and inhuman
ity, preached rebellion and emancipation to their enchained
followers. Not only did the Africzn religiong presch freedom, &
the dances and ceremonies connected vith them had a gocial gig
nificance: rebellion. So while the Spaniards saw their glaves
singing in their African languages and dencing to a rhythm they
considered "savage'', they were far thinking that plans were bei
o . being drawn for an attempt to break the
yoke of bondage, On the other hand, the
same religions - the music, habits and ¢
tural patierns of the enslaved. Africans -
g0 syncretized with aspects of Catholicie
end began io form the embryo of a cultur
which later on would become Afrocuban.
After being cut off from the motherland
for almost & century, the black slaves h:

now recognized this land, Cuba, as their
land - their home. But this process of
"Cubanization" %on the part of the black
£laveg, taking place in the midst of the
harshest conditions imposed by slavery,
dld not involve the Spaniards in any way;

Afrocubans whereas the whites were re-
maining Spanish. Able to maintain a
direct contact with their own motherland
- Spain - where they had families, and

B4 lost a1l hope of returning to Africa. The -

in other words, the blacks were becomin,

_-——
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to which they were culturally and traditionally attached, the latter
continued to be foreigners: foreigners fighting to maintain a
system of horror and inhumanity against a people whose main aim
was that of smashing the system of slavery by means of a revo-
lution. This revolution would have to be against the Spaniards in
Cuba and thus, it follows logically, against Spain. Therefore,

the anti-slavery rebellions were - through an accident of history -
- by consequence, also rebellions aimed towards a national liber-
ation. We thus find that the black slaves, who now qualified as
the first Cubansa, were the initiators, promoters and protagonists
in the struggle for complete emancipation of Cuba from Spain.
Certain people - who refuse to accept that which contradicts what
they most often accept as facts (which conform to their prejudices)
- will object to this statement and will argue that the slaves were
not fighting "consciously" against Spain and, by consequence, for
the liberation of Cuba, but simply for the abolition of slavery,
This,indeed, is tantamount to saying that the black slaves lacked
the intellectual ability to analyze the predicament in which they
were in, But why should this be a point of objection if it is ac~
cepted - as history bears out - that the first and only manifestation
of national consciousness, at that time, was, precisely, among

the black slaves who recognized the land in which they had been

born - though in bondage - or to which they had been brought
with no hopes of returning to Africa, as their home?

Did the black slaves in Haiti struggle just for the abolition of
slavery‘? After their successful revolution, did they embark upon

a policy of repatriation? No! The black slaves in Haiti fought A
against slavery and against the domination of France. Thus, after
the Revolution, a Haitian Republic, without the French, was es-
tablished, The truth - regardless of the like or dislike of certain
"historians' - is that while blacks in Cuba became Afrocubans,
struggling for emancipation from slavery and for Cuba's freedom
from the Spanish colonial yoke, the whites continued to be Span-
iards, slaveholders, and as such committed to Spain and to the
system the latter had imposed in Cuba. The conspiratorial re-
volutionary movements struggled to break the hold of slavery over
thousands of men and women and, subsequently, to pave the way
for the total"liberation of Cuba from Spanish rule. These move-
ments were led, organized and made up of black men, and as 1-
said before, led to the formation of the first group of Cubans ™ -
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consciously. fighting for the liberation of the island ,
and its inhabitants., One of the most violent slave [§7/
rebellions was registered in 1843 during the
government of O'Donnell. The rebellion, once
again, was nationwide and stands as one of
the most heroic pages written by Afrocubans
in their struggle against slavery and Spanish
:colonial domination., In the wave of terror
-and repression which followed this unsuccess- \
ful effort of liberation, thousands of Afrocubans!
‘were tortured and executed; Cuba began to
grow with the blood of its first martyrs.
The talented Afrocuban poet Gabriel de la
Concepcmn Valdes ("Plac1do ) succumbed ‘along
with other black men, under the tortures’inflicted
upon the conspirators or upon those even suspecied of
having taken part in the promotion of the rebellion. While the
‘black population of Cuba bled and siruggled incessantly against
Spanish|domination and slavery, the whites, still attached to
their European culture, traditions and background, were enjoyir
ihe benefits of the slave system which, through the years, form
a privileged rich class who no longer wanted to share their rich
with the motherland, Therefore, the first indications of an "‘ant
Spain'' feeling among the Spanish community in Cuba --an eleme:
which the white "historians'' call ""national consciousness'' - can
‘about because of factors which were purely economic and had
nothing to do with a change from the standpoint of consciousness. -
‘These "anti-Spain" elements were still attached to Spanish

ture and made'no bones about their ""Hispanidad'. Moreecwex,
'was their so-called "'anti-Spain'' feeling a sentiment whieb sz’
flected an attachment to Cubasas their land and a desire %c ges
rid of the Spanish colonial yoke? No ! Far from it. Thee«
-elements, heraled throughout the written "hlstory" of Cadra ooy
the first examples of ''national consciousness', are noumnxcy, 5%

a fictitious invention on the part of white historians; a deceptiod
maintained and nourished even today, by those who most beneﬁﬂ ’
from "historical" lies. These elements - whom "historians"
present as the first true Cubans - were, in fact, viewing the
.separalion of Cuba from Spain.as a means of'annexing her to the
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, United States,..

While Afrocubans fought for the downfall of Spain and the system
of slavery she imposed on Cuba, the'snti-Spain' whites were also
struggling, but in another direction, to the North towards the
Federated States of America. And today, with "revolutionary"
Marxist "historians” predominating, the shameful, reactionary
and untruthful trend persists; -slaveholders, racists, and fifth
columnists of North American imperialism are heralded as the -
"founding fathers of the nation" while the names of the true fathers
of the Cuban nation are silenced, ignored, forgotten - because -
they were Blacks. The entire history of Cuba has been rewrit- -
ten because of the unpleasant fact that the main protagonists of
this history - a history soaked in blood - are black slaves -
Afrocuban liberation fighters and men whose skin happens to be the
wrong color in a society where, up to today, white is right and
black the opposite of all which is held to be of value. So, the
historical and cultural values of a nation which is Afrocuban have
been twisted, falsified, denied and, as of late, very subtly - and
often enough brutally - there is a continuation of the bourgeois
pattern of ignoring the tremendous and decisive efforts of black
Cubans towards fighting for a nation free of all fore1gn tutelage
or oppression,

"In our country (Cuba) they have dealt with national culture in:

a trivial and reactionary manner to such an extent that it becomes
shameful to look at certain radicals converted into panegyrists --
in the bourgeois fashion of Parreno and Saco Q furibund colonial-
ists, staunch enemies of the immense majority of the population
of their time - since no less than 60 % of the population (in Cuba) -
was black and mulatto - while they silence the name of José
Antonio Aponte, the first great fighter for a nationality without
slavery or colonialism'... '""Aponte, who organized a conspiracy
to do away with the slave system and domination; a conspiracy
which, had it been successful, would have spared us almost a
century of colonialism and cultural void - his name is silenced:
he's kept silent while the masterminds and architects of the

slaveholding system, who tried by all means to insure colonial
domination, are glorified" 11
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It is evident, a2s the preceding quotation shows, that the presem
"revclutionary" men in power today have no interest in placing
the history of Cuba in ifs proper context: long-cherished images
vould have {o be broken down; the heads of most of the white
"four.ding fathers' would have to roll while the true face of these
"revolutionary fathers of the nation" - from who the present whit
"revolutionaries' claim direct descendance - would have to be
exposed for what it is: an ugly slaveholding, racist, reactionary,
annexationist image, What a sad day for whites, who ecouid no
longer evoke the memory of their great-grandfatherg ouh &rro-
gance and pride as heretofore, but, on the contrary, ok back
only with deep shame...

"This, the present "white revolutionaries' are not ready to do
for the simple reason that it amounts to destroying their
- history and, above all, recognizing the history which
is true, a history they cannot admit as theirs for
it is a history forged by black men., What a
"revclutionary" attitude towards history and cul-
ture... Let us however, push on further with the
anzlysis of the true, hiterto untaught history of
the Cuban nation.

The annexationist movement on the part of the P
"Cuban" whites was in strength up.to 1868 - year . '
of the first armed attempt by white Cubans towards -
obtaining "independence" from Spain. A new force ,
began to develop among the. whites: reformism. Whereas the
prevalent idea among whites from 1800 to the 1860's had been
that of annexing Cuba to the North American Union - andidea
which was manifested in the most blatant and shameful language
by Antonio SacolZ%nd others who offered William J. Wright, the
American General," three million dollars to invade Cuba, oust
the Spanish and annex the island to the American Confederation -
other "founding fathers' were busy on negotiations with Spain so
that the latter would accept fifty million dollars in exchange for
the annexation of Cuba to North America. All this was going on
while the blacks -'in bondage - were struggling to break the chains
that Spain had wrapped around Cuba. Indeed, the history of the
white "founding fathers" is besmirched throughout with shame
and disgrace; therefore one can understand why the present white
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"reyolutionaries" are so reluctant to clear up the facts of Cuban
history.

Reformism* , This new political step of the whites in Cuba .
which can be summarized as autonomy with slavery - since the
reformists had no intention of abolishing the system - began to
gain influence among the white slaveholding population, It called
for self-government under Spanish tutelage., The main reasons
for this "bold'" attitude on the part of the whites were twofold:

a) annexationism had failed due to the refusal of Spain to let go of
- Cuba and b} the '""Cuban'' whites were deriving enormous profits
from the island's slave economy which they were reluctant to
share with the motherland. .

Reformism was none other than an evolution of annexationism,
thus the chief theoreticians of the latter movement became the
main spokesmen for this "'new' concept. One of the basic elements
of the annexationist movement (the fear of the black majority)
also became the main preoccupation of the "new' reformist
movement propagated by the same old annexationists. The fear
of seeing Cuba turned into another Haiti - a fear which obliged
Spain to limit the importation of black slaves in 1846, with the
approval of the whites in Cuba who had begun a cry that would be
heard throughout the history of Cuba up to today - the cry of the
""hlack peril" - became one of the main catalysts precipitating
the reformist movement. Conflict of interesis between the Cuban
whites and Spain arose sharply in the early 1860's and, in 1868,
wnen other South American colonies took up arms against Spain
(Chile and Peru) the reformists saw the propitious moment for
launching ar armed action against Spain. (It should be recalled
that one of the main conflicts between Spain and the creole whites
was, again, over slavery when Spain wanted to abolish it and met

with the fier.. opposition of the latter - the "founding fathers"
of the nation, )

Thuas, in 1868, the first national uprising of the white creoles
breke out., It didn't take them long to see that freeing the slaves
would have to be an indispensable prerequisite to victory against
the Spanish forces and though supporting slavery, the white ''re-
volutionary” leaders of 1868 began to free their slaves under the
condition that they join the "liberation' army in the armed up-
vising against Spain, Ilence Carlos Manuél de Cespedes, in an

“ Reformism can be properly dated, more or less, as commencing
in the early 1830's,

Pt ————
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.won of puré military éxpediency, freed the slaves on lus large
Demajagua suger estate. Cespedes Lag been hailed in history by
the whites ag ihe Cuben Lirceln; this statement is definitely
correct since Linceln, who wes an avowed racist, 'freed" black
slaves in America beczuse it was a military necessity in winning
the Civil War }{White Cuban "historians" have tripped uncon-
sciously.) Whet wes for Mr. Lincoln - & supporter of slavery and
a confessed raciet - & military necessity, was also a necessity of
the same nzture fer Carlog Mz znuél de Cespedes - one of the big-
gest white creole slaveholders and former annemomst. But if
Cespedes freed his slaves in 1868, other white Cuban slaveholders
were less far-sighted and, ingtead, tightened the chains on their
blecks captives, The war begen with the freed slaves serving as
seldjers who provided the ardour and courage in the battles against
the Spaanish troeps. - Black seldiers, due to their unlimited zeal
and patrietism, quickly rese ta promirence within the ranks of an
army 85 % black, - A "free'" Kepublic-in-Arms was set up by the
whités headed by Cespedes and Aguilera - both owners of great
Eastern sugar egtetes with hundreds of black slaves, Among the
mzin statutes of the "Republic-in-Arms" wes the "gradual elim-
instion of slavery with indemnification'’. As the war progressed,
"the sharp division between those of the East (initidtors of the war)
and those of the. West became apparent: the majority of Cuban
‘whites were not ready for the least token sign of reforms concern-
ing slavery. The Spanish government on the island, ‘aware of the
sharp divisions amongst the whites, organized a select group of
_ thousands of wlute cov.mter-revoluhonanes in what was called the
"Volunteer Corps": a joint action or counter-revolutionary terror

was unlesshed upon the mla.nd by both Spanish soldiers and Cuban
.whites.

It was in thege- ‘conditions that, having no other people to’ rely
upon, the white leaders of the ‘war, known in history as the Ten
Yezr War (1863-73), entrusted posts of military leadership.to the
dountlegs blacks, Black men ke Anterio Maceo, later to become
General, began to lead the bleck-army 6f glaves and peasants, re-
shaping i{ and introducing a new method of warfare - a method
known and utilized by the black sleves in their previous rebellions
- guerrﬂla wurfezre., In spite of the military efforts of Antonio
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Maceo and other black military l2aders, the whites bagan o faar
sormething other than the Spaniardy; the black army. The "hlack
peril" began to 3eund, The masses, who had entered the war
lesy than a year after its beginning, calledifor unity within the
ranks of the leaders but to no avail; the white "revolutionaries™
were hesitant, scared and unwilling to go on, Secret pegotiations.
took place between the Spaniards and the Cuban whites and, as a |
result, a peace pact ("Pacto de Zanjon'') was drawn up ta end all
hostilities. Upon hearing of the treachery committed by the

white "revolutionary' leaders, Maceo de¢nounced the Peace Pact
and declared that neither he nor the Army would put.down their -
weapons. Thig is known historically as thg "Protest of Baragua'
Yet the war had been betrayed and neither money ner munitions
were available to continue hostilities. Betrayed by the whites

who feared the blacks more than the Spanish soldiers, Maceo

was forced to abandon the struggle and save his life by going into
gxiie. ,

Thw year 1878 was the
year of great betrayal by
the white slaveholders who
initiated a war and for
whom the projected con-
sequence wasg too {righten-
ing for them to continue it
The cost of the 10-year .
war added up to more than
100, 000 dead on the part.
of the rebelling Cubans, -
90 % of whom were blackki
In exile, Maceo tried to
organize an invasion of
Cuba. He returned su-
‘breptiously in 1890, in
order to recomimernce
the war of liberation but
was spon arrested. He

) succeeded in fleeing into
Ly g . o
et exile once more.
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It took sevenieen years to reorganize and rekindle the spirit
of revolution which had been broken by the betrayal of 1870 and
once again the Cuban countryside was on fire, struggling against
Spanish domination, Maceo, K now a general, was leading the
war that would oust the Spanish from Cuba - it was not an ac-
cident that once again the Liberation Army was composed, in
its great majority, by blacks who had achieved their freedom
nine years earlier (1886), and that most of its mﬂitary leaders
were black.

Headed in the West by Juan Gualberto Gomez a black 1nte11ec—
tual who found himself deserted by the white ' 'revolutionaries"!
the war also began raging in the South under the leadership of
Guillermo Moncada, another black man. The efforts in the West
failed, because of the lack of support on the part of the whltes
who refused to rally to the battle-cry issued by Gualberto Gdmez.
Nevertheless, Maceo, along with other military leaders, was
«ble to disembark on the Southern coast of Cuba to take over
the leadership of the war. During the landing in the province of
Oriente (where, seventy-one years later, Fidel Castro would
also lanc¢) Flor Crumbet, one of the black leaders, perlshed
UUnder the leadership of Genera.ls Maceo and Maximo Gdmez
(a2 white) the war spread all over the island. As the war efforts
advanced and the Spanish army began to show signs of weari-
ness, the white ""revolutionaries', except for an enlightened
minority headed by the white anti-racist patriot, José Mart{,
reverted to their old policies of preventing the blacks from be-
coming -:2 powerful in the army. The issue - as it had been
in the ten years war against Spain (1868-1878) - was brought to
the forefront once more. "If the Spanish were ousted, the blacks,
might seize power.'” The "black peril" scare was once again
prevalent among the 'ranks of the white "liberation fighters":
black regiments began to fall into ambushes; black officers
perished in mysterious circumstanceslfand efforts to end the
war through a quick annexation to the young United States of
Monroe gained force among the "revolutionary" whites. The
U.S., on their part, were waiting for their "'falling apple",

while the white Cuba.ns, except anti-imperalist intellectuals
like José Mart{, were doing their best 10 have Cuba fall into
American hands where it was certain to remain secure with the
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leaders to oust the Spanish con-

. .majority in the Liberation Army and
. its black military leaders. This "perll"
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m:,gers in their place . The U.S. began issu—

ing warnings about the.' danger of a race war" ' . _

and within less than a year after the death of Averey

General Maceo, they decided to "free' Cuba. ::}‘;‘i'_;;:a T

Th‘e.miore his death was a prerequisite ~ .." ““.‘-_3‘3;@:-’-5""'
~ t0.U.S..intervention. Why? The .”‘ %

efforts of the Afrocuban mllltary

tinued.to be thwarted and sabotaged -
b}c'thelr white counterparts who
became.more and more vocal about
the "peril" represented by the black

-became evident - at least in the eyes of

" the white "revolutionaries' - when

. of the Republic-in-Arms, Ibut only for a
short while, before the post was placed in

T R, T A T R AT S T S IR SN AT T S e 1 e AT

'military leaders, who felt that the whites
- were failing, dragging their feet, and sap-
ping the Revolution, became vocal.

Juan Gualberto G8mez became President

"safer''hands. The disappointment of black

=~ '"....General, we Cubans want to wage the war regardless %
_.of the means..," |
wrote Antonio Maceo to General Gémez in 1895 One can read
his letters which bitterly denounce his ' whlte brother' for
plotting againat him and for betraying the cause of Cuban ..
Emancipation. These words clearly denote the impatience 'of
the biack military in face of the hesitant and zig-zagging attitude.

».cij' i '.

- of the-whites, an attitude reflecting their vocahzed fears of be-

ing absorbed into a black revolution such as Haiti! s. These .
words show a staunch refusal to accept a betrayal of the war,
efforts in the 1878 fashion, As the answers to the protest of .

- the black military became clearer, the latter, started complam-

ing openly and denouncing what was quite obvious to them and.
what they had chosen to ignore in favor of the war - that the .:
whites were more afraid of their black fellow-combatants than
of the Spanish troops themselves! General Maceo complained _
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about the "intrigues and calumnies of my adversaries' (it is to’
be noted that the term "‘adversaries' is not used in reference
to the Spanish). The same attitude on the part of the whites -
which, years before, had led to secret parleys with the occupy-
ing Spanish taking place behind the backs of the Afrocuban
military and had ended up in an agreement between the Cuban
"revolutionary' whites and the Spanish putting an end to the war
("Pact of Zanjon"), and which had been opposed by the black
military headed by General Antonio Maceo ('Protest of Baragua')
- reappeared and threatened the second war of independence with
another flagrant betrayal. Thus again, Maceo spoke loud and
clear;
"...this is why I would want for my country a man who

has the virtue of freeing the Cuban people from Spanish

oppression without tyrannizing the redeemed..."

It had become clear that if Cuba was still a Spanish colony in
1895 it was only due to the traditional racist and counter-revo-
iutionary attitude of the whites. More than a dozenlfchances
of tearing the island away from Spanish domination were wasted
n blood because of the unlimited panic of the whites when con-
fronted with the possibility of black men running a’ government
of a free Cuban Republic. This fact was not only sized up quickly
by the black military, but was also a target of constant denunci-

ation on the part of the single, unswerving, patriotic, anti-racist

and ant1-1mper1allst white known throughout the history of Cuba
- José Martf, Outraged and revolled by the ultra-racist attitude

dlsplayed by those who supposedly represented the most enligh- " .
tened segment of the white ""revolutionary' elements (for it was = -

this segment which called for annexation to the U.S. and who
still deplored the abolition of slavery), this intellectual wrote:
- "Now the problem is posed, the inevitable problem of
" all peoples, the only problem, actually, which explains
the apparent confusion of our country as it explains the
war itself: a contemptuous minority calling liberty its
liberty of domination over those of its fellow-citizens
whom it considers to be of an inferious extraction, prefers
to humiliate itself before a foreign master and thus
serve him as an instrument, than to recognize in political

life as well as in daily relationships equality of rights
between all men."
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Can the betrayal of the white ""revolutionaries' be .
made more explicit than in the preceeding quota-
tion, coming from José Martf”, the only anti-racist
white revolutionary in the whole history of Cuba?

The disturbing activities of the former had already
taken on the form of a campaign.of pernicious ru-
mors directed against black leaders such as Maceo,
but also against anti-racist Marti, Rumors spread,
~ the content of which dealt with "a certain
! black' who intended to seize power impen- -,
ding the defeat of the Spanish Army, o

"I am an unconditional soldier, without
bretentions or armbitions, but it doesn't
mean [ overlook many things that I do not

like and considers wrong..." 1&as the main
- target of the racist rumor. A year later, in

a letter, he furthered his opposition to the
counter revolutionary and racist desires of the whites:
. I will also protest and oppose to the utmost usurpation of
the rlghts of one race by another,

On May 19, 1895, two months a.ftez the beginning of the second
war of independence against Spanish colonial domination, José
Mart{ succumbed, Maceo 2nd the black military were thus de-=
prived of an 1mportant support in the internal struggle which they -

were forced to wage against the racist white military leaders. o

_u"..'

Meanwhile, the Spanish began to show signs of weariness in a warﬂ
which, apart from costing Spain 6,000, 000 pesos a month, was .
demandmg a heavy toil from her soldlers, who had to face a i ‘3
courageous army which was black in its great majority and made
up of men whose battle cry was "Liberty or Death''. The war en-
tered its second year, under the leadership of Generals Maceo,
GSmez and Calixto Garefa - the two latler men becoming increas-
ingly jealous of Maceo's military success which had made him the
natural leader of the war - when, in a dramatic campaign, unpar-
alleled in the history of Cuba, Maceo carried the war from the

~ Southern end of the island to its Northern tip,. breaking through

all the Spanish lines. This dauntless action hiad the effect of
proving that it was only a matter of months before the Spanish
were driven into submission, yet its other effect was that of
frightening the white military. Maceo's swift advance had broken
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the backbone of Spanish registance 20 14 spite of its numerical"
superiority, but the.successes of the black military erystallized
the age-old féar constantly present in Cuban history,.the fear of
a Cuban Haiti - the black peril |

Annexationist theories whith had once beer zbandoned regained
their force: the U.S. A. was the only power capable of preventing
the "black peril" from materializing, General Maceo, now the .
undisputed leader of the war, revered and admired by both soldiexs
and the peasantry, made il known that the only thing capable of
making him join swords with the Spanish would be the eventuality .
of an American intervention: he had to be eliminated,.

December 1896 was one of- the saddest months in the history of
the Cuban nation: General Antonio Maceo, the man who had op-
posed the 1878 betrayal, the veteran of two wars and thousands
of battles, the anti~racist and anti-imperialist black leader,
Ssuccumbed; along with him died his brother, Jos& Maceo. Macéc
fed, a victim cf his enemies! bullets - which enemies, one might
legitimately ask? Were they the enemies he had been fighting
agiiinst on the battliefield (the Spanish) or were they the enemies
he himself had called "adversaries'" and had denounced as being
the architects and prornoters of the crudest and most v1olent
racism?. Cuban "history' written by whitas
states that he was killed in the course of
an action by the Spanish, yet the version
of old black ifdependence war veterans
(many of whom:are still alive in Cuba and
can still be heard) make ne bones about
the fact that he was ‘assassinated by.the -
white Cubeus themselves.- The .very fact
that alongside Maceo died Pancho Géme'z
the son of one of the two white leaders of . [
the revolutlonary«triumwrate (M3 mo ',: A [
G6mez, Maceo and Calixto Garcf'a) and -
<3t during previous 'months :other black
military laaders had been the targetis of
several atlen.pted agsassinations, rein-
forces the version of the black veterans
according to which G ~zaral Gdmez's son
shot Maceo and was In ti~. Filleg by
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j Maceo himself or one of his adjutants in retaliation.
: The true facts concerning this eventful page of Cuban history
are still to be cleared up, but it is certainly not in the interests
, of the present ""revolutionary' leaders to admit the guilt of,
i and condemn, their white ""revolutionary' predecessors who are
hailed today in Cuba as the'f ounding fathers of the nation".
As the result of Maceo's mysterious death and, subsequently, -
the no less mysterious deaths of other black military leaders,
' the major obstacles in the way of the white "'revolutionaries"
were renroved. Now, rid of the major opposition, the white
"revolutionary' leaders were back at work con  ting secret B
talks and concluding secret agreements with a power other than -
Spain - a power which both Maceo and Mart{ had considered far
more dangerous than the Spanish could ever be - the United States
of America. The "apple'" had ripened and the Americans were
ready to pluck it with the aid of the''founding fathers of the nation",
for Cuba did not "'fall" into the hand of North America as today's
"revolutionaries' would have us believe. Cuba was handed on a
silver platter to North American Imperialism by white Cubans
who viewed American intervention as the only way to prevent a
black army from seizing power 2} v
The "black peril" had become more real, imminent and frighten-
ing than ever before. All the subsequent events Jed to the e
mysterious explosion of an American ship (the '"Maine’'} and the
landing, for the first time in history, of American troops on .
Cuban soil. It took no longer than a few months before the Spamsh
were out of Cuba forever and a new occupation - an occupation
which would last more than sixty years - had begun . Military -
occupation of the island took place with amazing swiftness: the
"unreliable" rebel army was quickly disarmed and demobilized
and its leaders, such as Quintin Banderas, were placed on the
pension roll, while others dlsappeared in extremely mysterlous
"accidents". Calixto Garcfa, one of the leading white members
of the revolutionary triumvirate served as the spear-head of the
American occupation of Santiago de Cuba, capital of the Province
of Oriente, the birth-place of all slave-revolts and of independence
wars, a province where 90 % of the population was black, less
than 50 miles away from Haiti, M&ximo GSmez, the other white
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military leader did not,significantly enough, call upon the pop-
ulation and the rebel army to struggle against the American
_intervention, but, quite understandably, called for restramt
}ca.lm and cooperation with the North American "liberators"
Thus, ihe rebel army deprived of its military leadership -
military in the Maceo traditiqn'-— and in face of Lhe betrayal of
the white military leaders, was unable to oppose what was already
a''fait-accompli'', The age-old dream prevalent among whites
in Cuba even since the beginning of the 18th Century had come
jtrue - theNorthernFather had finally come to the rescue of his
Adopted Childrep - the "black penl“ had been avened

L U NEEF to be concluded next issue

s~

FOOTNOTES =~ o o=l i F i
1 The term Afrocubaxn i8 used in refercnce to Cubans of African dcsceni,black and

mulatios.
2 Those,

indeed were 'gencrons” figures,since other "historians” have alloted
Afrocubzns no more than 20-25 % of the population.

It is important to note the emphasis placed upon "balancing’' the population,

4 There i5 2 saying in Cuba which runs: '""He who has not got blood from the ;. I

i
Congo has got if from Calabar". This saying was even used by Dr. Costro B
in one of his early speeches in 1959,

5 Radl Castro: During a speech in Sanhago de Cuba, Oriente, io sugu—cane

workers on May 22, 1964. - ' : - N
6. .The precsent Afrocubm population (which doesn't include ithousands of black

workers from Haiti, Jamaica, Barbados and other Carribean iglapds who |

have settled permanently in Cuba since 1914) is cstimated ot nolhmg less than

65 % of 1he total population.
2

The Afrocuban writer, Wallerio Carbonell traces the begummg of this .-

process of "Cubanization” to the year 1830, up to which time there were two’

.. distinelive popnlations and cultures in Cuba African and Spanish - Crfiica (Havana '61)
g

This is considering that the true Cubans - lndocubans - had been complctelg
annihilated as a resull of the Spanish conquests.

"Placido" was accused by the Spanish of having aided what is know‘n in hislory '
R as the "Congpiracidnde 1a Escalera" . . .

Parreno and Saco were while Cuban slaveholders, partisans ol‘ Spn.rush dcmmatlon
over Cuba and latcr promoters of {the annexationist movement, .. ;
From Critica (Havana, 1961) a book by the Afrocuban wrifer Walteno Carbonell C
the only man intoday's Cuba who has presented the problem of Cuban culture and
history in ils true context. The writer, one of the many black Cuban intellectuvals
who fought for the downfall of dictator Batista, came under a virulent atiack
conducted by the ‘'revolutionary' re-writers of history now in power. It js a
poignant andlysis of racist concepts of culture and history which have been
+ egtablished in Cuba since the whites geized power -

with the aid of the North
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.:'Amerlcan government - tnuowing the.1895 Independence. War against Spain,

r

up to today. It is an indictment of the white “revolutionary" of the past and
.of the present, It is a regrettable fact that such an important contribution
to truth and history is now "out of print".

"If the Federation of North America wishes to incorporate Cuba, they must
also reach an agreement with France and England; and if 1t (North America)
"would be so lucky to handle all the difficulties there involved, then Cuba,

E " calmly and full of hopes, would be able to embrace her (North America)"
* .4y Antonio Saco "Reflection about the Incorporation" (1848),

.‘?"'Cubans to gain a "national consciousness"”. Along with the annexationist
:(‘ Saco were a host to others - Luz y Caballero, Cisneros Betancourt Montalvo

. _Thus spoke a man who is heraled in Cuba as a representauve of the flrst

- ‘Escovedo, Narcizo Lopez, Pinto, Arango y Parreno, ete.
> (a) " I have no purpose to introduce political and social equality between the

A
~'of equality, and inasmuch as it becomes a necessity that there must be a

"' belong, having a superior position..I agree with Judge Douglas that he (the
' Negro) is not my equal in many respects - certainly not in color, perhaps

. not in moral or intellectual endowment" (First Debate with Douglas at .

* Ottawa, Dlinois, March 4, 1861), - ’

nm

18
19 .

20

“have no inclination to do so,.." (First Inaugural Address - March 4, 1861).
" (c) "I made the peremptory proclamation (emancipation on what appeared to

‘D, C. January 8, 1863). r
.-« "sans leur &norme majorit€, les moris Cubains sont les Noirs ceo'in
La Nouvelle Critique (Sept. -Oct.)1962. "Cuba et le Marxisme" (page 10)

Up until today, the death of General Antonio Maceo has not been cleared of

.- white military staiff, For further data on this subject, sece Maceo (Havana,
* 1962), .

7 Had the dozens of Cuban slave rebellions throughout lustory been supported
- the whites, Cuba would have gained her independence - as did Haitif - by least a
" century before. Had the whites joined hands with the black slave rebels in 1808 ;

.~ .

white and black races. There is a phyau:n.l difference between the two, which ' |
'in my judgment will probably- forever forbid their living together on a tooting L

- difference, 1 , as well as Judge Douglas, am in favor of the race to which I -

(b "I declare that I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere thh
.- the institution of slavery... I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and 1

me

- to be a military neéessity” (Letter to Major-General Mc Clernand, Washington

.

- rumors that he was assassinated by white Cubans following the orders of the

-_—-—'_‘. - ——y

by i

- {the year when Spain was busy fighting the invasion of Napoleon's troops, thus

giving the colonies a chance to revolt and break away) this would have been the .-
year of the establishment of a free Cuban government. Yet each time the oppor-

tunity was at hand to gain freedom {more than a dozen times from 1780-1895) the

' whites choge the foreign master rather than the black brother. .

Isn't it a revealing fact that in 1962 the Cuban Communist Party, headed by Ant-
“bal Escalante, opposed the publication of Jos€ Marti*s writings, .in their view
- the work of a "bourgeois nationalist," while the same white Cuban "Commu-

nists" were heralding arch-reactionary, racist-mmded "founding fathers of
nation" like General GSmez, Calixto Garcfa, and others?
Letter to Jos&€ Rodriguez; Kingston, November 1, 1886

; Letter to Jos€ Martfl; January 15, 1888

the

182, 000 Spanish soldiers in opposition to approximately 30 000 Cuban guerri-

leros.
Estrada Palma, later to become the First President of the Bephbl.ic was th

ma.\.n promoter of the American intervention which, in his wrning, he states is

"the only guarantee of peace in the interior of our country" (letter to Major
Andres Moreno de 1a Torre; January 1, 1898),
who headed the first Cuban government! !t

Such were the words of the man
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